Vol. 67, No. 15 
April 26, 
2006 
Wednesday 


eS OEE TEMS PEE, 


Drool ee 
inspiration for NECC professor 


- Arts 
Student Directed One-Act 
Plays coming May 4 and 5 


Community College 


Dustin Laca photo 


Lawrence professor 
dies at the age of 58 


Syddall, a valued staff 
member and professor, 
dies of heart attack 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 

& JONI QUINN 
Contributing Reporter 


The college community suffered 
a loss April 6 with the death of sci- 
ence professor and lab technician 
Richard Syddall. 

During his scheduled class on 
Thursday, April 6, Syddall was 
rushed to the hospital because of 
breathing complications. . Shortly 
after, he passed away from an appar- 
ent heart attack, according to the 
Lawrence campus security logs. 

According to Dr. Ruth Young, 
department chair for the Natural 


NECCPA President Peter Flynn and members Diane Edstrom, Stephen Russell and Gerry science dept. at Northern Essex, 


Morin arming their culinary battle stations as they raised funds for a student scholarship. 


NECCPA raises $395 
for student scholarship 


By DustTIN LUCA 
Editor 


On Friday, April 21, members of 
the Northern Essex Comm. College 
Professional Association held its 
annual fundraiser in the lobby of the 
Spurk building to help support an 
annual $750 student scholarship. 

“We've had people get a cup of 
coffee for $10,” said Peter Flynn, 
president of the NECCPA, comment- 
ing on the price structure at the 
fundraiser that allows individuals to 
pay what they want for the items they 
are getting. “When we used to sell 
stuff, we made half of what we do 
now. People tend to be more gener- 
ous when you tell them, you know, 
‘Give us whatever you want.” 

At the time of the interview, a 
faculty member paid $20 for a small 
plate of cookies, adding significantly 
to the grand total of $395 raised in 
cash and checks at the event. 

According to Flynn, the money 
raised by the fundraiser is paired up 
with other funds, including faculty 
contributions and personal dona- 
tions, to go towards the annual $750 
student scholarship. Last year was 
the first year that the scholarship was 
$750. For years prior to that, the 
value of the scholarship was $500. 

“We didn't sell as much coffee 
this year because the Starbucks (cof- 


fee) is popular, and our coffee this 
time is a bit bitter,’ said Flynn. 
“Also, I don't think (Jitters is) happy 
that we're out here selling the same 
stuff they are.” 

At the fundraiser, the NECCPA 
sold various baked items, including 
cookies, brownies, coffee cake and 
even other items like popcorn and 
peanut butter cups. 

In an earlier interview, Flynn 
said the applications for the scholar- 
ship, given to a single individual that 
meets the application criteria of a 
GPA of at least 3.5 and having earned 
at least 45 credits, can be very com- 
petitive. 

“You have to give a piece of 
work with some markups and a 
grade,” said Flynn in an earlier inter- 
view. “You have to get a recommen- 
dation. You have to submit your 
transcript.” 

The future for the scholarship is 
hopeful and bright, though it will 
require some work in order for the 
scholarship to continue. 

“Our goal is to build a larger 
fund, so we can produce more than 
one scholarship and offer scholar- 
ships that are more significant,” said 
Flynn. “But there's a lot more 
bureaucracy every year. You have to 
reserve tables, and fill out forms for 
the locations and the machines. 
There's a lot more red tape every 


»” 


year. 


Professors take the 
stage with ‘Kindred 
Spirits’ exhibition 
By MELIssA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Priscilla Bellairs playing on a 
cello named Emest. Alex Boch 
recounting the day his mother gave 
his father's wedding ring to 
Mussolini. A tap-dancing respirato- 
ry therapist. These were just a few 
of the highlights of this year's facul- 
ty talent show, “Kindred Spirits.” 

According to Judith Kamber, the 
dean of professional development 
and founder of Kindred Spirits, this 
is approximately the tenth such fac- 
ulty talent show to be held at NECC. 

“We have student art shows and 
student dance and theater, but we 
thought it was important for faculty 
to have a chance to perform and for 
us to see our colleagues in another 
way and to come together and cele- 
brate the arts,” said Kamber. 

The show was held in the 
Technology Center, and wasa stand- 
ing room only. 

Kamber dedicated this year's 
show to Andy Woolf, an English and 
foreign languages professor who 
died last year at the age of 59. Woolf 
was a regular performer at Kindred 


Syddall was a valuable resource for 
the college and a great colleague, 


Faculty talent show celebrates arts 


Spirits, known for his ge 
humorous combining 
of music with 
celebrity imperson- 
ations. 

The first perfor- 
mance was a reading 
of five original 
poems by English 
professor Melina 
Draper, who said she @ 
was inspired by the 
recent birth of her 
son. Her first poem 
was called “The 
Interior,” and spoke 
of “the gentle elastic- 
ity of skin -.such a 
gentle expansion.” 

She then read 
three haikus: 
Tattooed,” “Ballast,” 
and “Morse Code,” 
which went, “Some 
think kicking 
from/within strange 
to think that it/was 
you all along.” 
Finally, she read a 
sonnet called “Who 
Loves This Belly Now.” 

The second performer was 
adjunct faculty member Alex Boch, 
reading a short story he said he 
wrote “30 or 40 years ago.” The 
story was entitled “Rings for 
Mussolini,” and was a memory of 
being in the North End as a child 


Judith Kamber’s sculpture utilizing 
Priscilla Bellairs’ old cello was one 
of many art exhibits. 


though a quiet presence on campus. 

“He was a very private person,” 
said Young. “We didn't know much 
about him until after he died. He 
wasn't the kind of person you could 
say, 'Hey, what did you do last night’ 
to. It'd be completely inappropriate.” 

Though nobody could comment 
as to the amount of time Syddall was 
a faculty member at Northern Essex, 
everybody who commented attested 
to the fact that he loved his job and 
took it very seriously. 

“He was incredibly careful, so if 
you asked for a solution that had to 
be made up or something, you could 
count on it being made up perfectly 
and there when you needed it avail- 
able,” said Young. “He was a very 
good lab tech, in that regard.” 

“He was a valuable resource for 
the laboratories and was responsible 
for helping instructors with prepara- 
tions/reagents and equipment needed 
for laboratories,” said Dr. David R. 
Bachinsky, a science professor at 
Northern Essex. 


See Syddall page 6 
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with his mother. He recalled the 
“gastronomic heaven” of North End 
bakeries and the Prince and Salem 
Street vendors that would shout out 
“Ours is da best!” (Boch made sure 
to specify the spelling of “the” as 
“da’’). 


See Kindred Spirits page 9 
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This summer, boycott 
Exxon and Mobil 


The summer season is fast 
approaching, so to prepare for a rise 
in trips to the beach and long, drawn 
out road trips, the oil industry is rais- 
ing gasoline prices sharply. 

In the past few weeks, the prices 
of a gallon of gas rose by nearly 
$0.30, now hitting, for regular 
unleaded, anywhere from $2.89 to 
over $3.00. People who own some of 


it was a chain email that encouraged 
forwarding it to a handful of other 
people, had a very strong point that 
we want to share with all of you. 
The gasoline empire we depend 
on is controlled by two primary sta- 
tions: Exxon and Mobil. If you are at 
all observant at how competing gas 
stations run their pricing schemes, 
Exxon and Mobil practically deter- 
mine the prices on their own. One or 
the other will set the price, and with- 
in a matter of days, all other compet- 


the larger trucks on the road are ing stations (Citgo, Irving, 
spending over $100 just to drive fora | Cumberland Farms, etc.) match the 
week or two. And we, the generation _PIces. 


that the current one will at one point 
depend on, are facing a summer of 
sitting around and accomplishing 
nothing significant at the hands of 
some seven-figure moron sitting up 
in some throne in Texas. 

It's pathetic how some students, 
even an individual on staff at the 
Observer, is planning their summer 
around not even having a car because 
the price of traveling is too steep to 
bear. 

We received an email recently 
from a college professor that, though 


This summer, boycott Exxon and 
Mobil, and only get your gasoline 
from the other stations. Because 
Exxon and Mobil seemingly deter- 
mine what the price of gasoline is, as 
they lose sales, they will drop prices 
to encourage stabilization in sales. 
From there, the other stations will 
drop as well, and we will finally be 
able to afford nice things again. 

It may seem like a long shot, but 
if everybody can pass the word, even 
via email, it may just work. Don't 
you think it is worth it? 


Correction 
Earlier editions of volume 67, issue 14 of the Observer, which were 
removed from newsstands, contained several errors in stating the name of 
Lawrence Mayor Michael Sullivan. The Observer regrets the error. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 
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Should schools be allowed to monitor 
students on MySpace or Facebook? 


John Hak, Computer Science 
“Lots of college students drink. So 
why bother trying to catch them?” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Laura Cannata, Graphic Design 
“Maybe for middle and high school 
students, but definitely not college. 
They’re over 18. They’re adults.” 


Dan Maillet, Business 
ah, they should be able to.” 


“Ye 


*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Nancy Burke, Education 

“T don’t think MySpace should be 
allowed in high school or younger. 
There are too many sexual preda- 


Jennifer Burke, History 

“Tf it breaks school rules then yes. 
Underage drinking in college cam- 
puses has gotten out of control.” 


Dan Berube, Chemistry 

“Depends on the age. If you’re in col- 
lege, no. But if you’re fourteen, like 
my sister, then yes.” 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, oe 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 


and the New England Press Association. 
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somebody gets expelled 


When MySpace 
becomes Somebody 
Else's Space 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


So let’s get 
realistic when 
it comes to 


social net- 
working. On a 
website like 
the increasing- 
ly-sleazy 
MySpace.com, 
giving too 


many personal 
details, ce as location and job 
specifics, can lead to unwanted 
attention. Meanwhile, on the popu- 
lar blogging site, 
LiveJournal.com, 
being too open with 
your feelings on 
friends and enemies 
can lead to tension 
and drama. Not only 
that, but authorities 
have successfully 
used MySpace to 
track down students 
vandalizing proper- 
ty, or logged onto Facebook.com to 
catch underage drinkers and drug 
use in dormitories. 

While some people might argue 
the ethics of using MySpace and 
Facebook to punish students for 
behavior that typically leads to con- 
sequences, I say that if you know 
something you've done is going to 
come back to bite you in the butt, 
don’t post it on the Internet for the 
entire world to see. 

_ Delinquent behavior is one 
thing, but what happens when col- 
lege officials begin monitoring 
Facebook regularly? What happens 
when the cops punch in a zip code 
on MySpace to see what citizens of 
the area are up to? How much sur- 


veillance of social networking sites 
should be allowed? 

In the past year or so, there have 
been quite a few incidents that ask 
whether or not people can exercise 
their freedom of speech online 
without fearing retribution. In 
September, a few students from 
Syracuse University created a group 
on Facebook dedicated to bad- 
mouthing a teaching assistant and 
her unpopular English class. 
Entitled “Clearly Rachel doesn’t 
know what she’s doing, ever,” it 
was filled with inappropriate com- 
ments that, while juvenile, were not 
threatening in any way. Once school 
officials got wind of this forum, 
they expelled the students from the 
required English class and placed 
them on “disciplinary reprimand.” 
Less than a month after this inci- 
dent, another student, this time from 


Se ee 


So apparently, attending a private 
university is the same as kissing your 
constituitional rights goodbye. 


Fisher College, was expelled after 
leaving remarks about a police offi- 
cer he always saw antagonizing 
other students. And what possibly 
takes the cake is the John Brown 
University student who was 
expelled after revealing he was gay 
on his Facebook page. 

Because all of these incidents 
occurred at private institutions, 
each case does not fare so well in 
court because private colleges have 
their own set of rules and standards 
that a student is to abide by. So 
apparently, attending a private uni- 
versity is the same as kissing your 
constitutional rights goodbye, 
which makes no sense, because 
aren’t private universities on the 


same American soil as the rest of 
the colleges in this country? 

What worries me is not just the 
things a person may post about him- 
self on MySpace, or pictures 


uploaded on Facebook. One of the’ 


features of both sites is the ability 
for friends to leave you comments 
which are viewable by the public. 
How are authority figures going to 
deal with inside jokes between stu- 
dents? One calls the other a deroga- 
tory term as a joke, and suddenly 
will he be expelled too? So much on 
these sites is left to interpretation: 
for example, just recently, a Mesa 
State College student was kicked 
out of housing for posting a picture 
of herself holding a red Dixie party 
cup, despite the contents of the cup 
not being viewable, nor the pres- 
ence of alcohol bottles in the image. 

What’s frightening is that now 
employers have 
gotten into the 
habit of looking 
up people’s 


Facebooks and 
MySpaces, a 
practice that I 


don’t believe is 

appropriate: 
- nobody is going 

to look profes- 

sional on web- 

pages as silly.as 
these ones, and whatever happened 
to keeping your personal and pro- 
fessional lives separate? 

It’s one thing to stumble upon 
unruly behavior by accident. It’s no 
big deal to use MySpace or 
Facebook to help authorities solve a 
case or crime. It’s another for offi- 
cials to actively seek out students to 
punish, or to look for party postings 
just to bust it up when the event 
actually occurs. Unless universities 
stop spying on their students, I 
guess the safest rule to follow is that 
if it incriminates you, don’t post it. 
But no one should have to live in 
fear of the consequences to having 
relatively harmless fun. 


Flyers on campus 
are homophobic 


To the Editor: 


_ During the first week in April, 
we noticed signs all around school 
advertising an event in which a sol- 
dier who had served in Iraq was 
speaking on our campus. As report- 
ed in the Observer, this event was 
co-sponsored by Student Activities, 
the Department of Political 
Science, private donors and local 
veteran organizations. 

One of these signs was clearly 
insulting to many members of our 
community. It featured a young sol- 
dier who was receiving a kiss on 
the cheek by an older gentleman. 
The message stated “If it weren't 
for war, this would be disgusting”. 
During the course of the afternoon, 
a number of people stopped by our 
office to register their concerns for 
the blatantly homophobic message 
on the flyer. 

These flyers had not been 
stamped as approved by the 
Student Activities Office. The 
groups holding the event either had 


not been informed of the policy 
requiring approval of flyers before 
posting or had ignored the policy. 
Although we do not hold Student 
Activities or any of the other spon- 
soring groups directly responsible 
for the message contained in the 
flyer, we are concerned that groups 
who hold these ideas are allowed to 
co-sponsor events on our campus. 
Better oversight is needed. 

A number of groups on campus 
have been working hard to help 
create a climate which accepts and 
welcomes diversity in its many 
forms as an important element in a 
quality educational environment. A 
message such as that on the flyer 
poisons these efforts. Our college 
community deserves an apology 
from those responsible for the fly- 
ers and steps must be taken to 
ensure that this never happens 
again. 


Cynthia Crivaro 
Sandra DeVellis 
Advisors of the GSA 


In response to ‘What 
exactly is normal anyway?’ 


To the Editor: 


I was very happy that Ericka 
Kearn wrote the article "What exact- 
ly is normal anyway?" I agree with 
her when she says, "In today's soci- 
ety though there really aren't many 
norms.” 

It's true, because what I consider 
to be normal may not be normal to 
anybody else. If you really think 
about it, nobody is normal because 
everybody thinks differently. People 
nowadays say things that offend peo- 
ple, and they don't realize that what 
they are saying is offensive. They 
also don't take into consideration that 
people are born a certain way and 
cannot change who they are. 


Higher Education Act has 


Someday college may 
become too expensive 
to handle 


By ASHLY ELLIS 
Contributing Reporter 


Recently 
the House of 
Representatives 
voted 221 to 
199 to approve 
H.R. 609, legis- 
lation to reau- 
thorize the 
H. ig. beer 
Education Act. 
Yes, at first it 
sounds like a 
good thing, but once you take a clos- 
er look, you are able to notice the fine 
print. 

The Higher Education Act 
(HEA) is what has made it possible 
for millions of Americans, mostly 
students like you and I, to find 


financing for college. With college 
costs continuing to rise, and the fed- 
eral government, along with many 
states, failing to aid students and 
their families, you would think that 
Congress would leap at the opportu- 
nity to support students and families 
who take out education loans. 
Instead, to show all of us stu- 
dents and our fami- 
lies just. how much 
they appreciate this 


Luke Swarthout, a Higher 
Education associate for the state 
PIRGs. 

On campuses everywhere more 
and more students are turning to 
loans to help pay for college. In 
2004, two-thirds of college students 
graduated with debt, an increase 
from less than one-third with debt 


a a . 
in a 


numbers continue in the direction 
they are going in, where does that 
leave students in 10 years? That 
leaves us out of school and most 
likely even wondering the same 
thing about our child. 

Perhaps the better question is 
where does it leave us next year? 
Taking out larger loans with higher 

interest rates that 
will leave us in 
debt, and double 


critical and expen- decade? 
sive investment, sas ° Thanks but I 
Eisess .,  COllege tuition has increased at average iy iti me 
immobilized the rates between 6 and 10.5 percent. If these on that. The most 
maximum Pell ; ° ° ° interesting part is 
Grant award at  Mumbers continue in the direction thayare that congress is 
$4,050 for the past going, where does that leave the student? —_“Ty aware of the 
four years. The f problems and 
President’s budget, necessary actions 
along with the needed to help the 


Senate budget past 

last week, extends this immobiliza- 

tion for the fifth consecutive year. 

Thank you very much Congress! 
“The single largest Higher 

Education issue for American fami- 

lies is how to pay for college,” says 


in 1993. The average student bor- 
rower has twice as much debt as 
they did a decade ago. 

College tuition has increased at 
average rates between 6 and 10.5 
percent over the last year. If these 


rising costs of 
education change. 

After the Higher Education Act 
was passed in 1965, President 
Johnson declared that as a result, “a 
high school senior anywhere in this 
great land of ours can apply to any 


Diversity is great. If not, every- 
one would be the same and life 
would be more boring than it is right 
now. Everyone should be happy with 
themselves and really — who cares 
about what other insecure people 
have to say. Remember life is short 
and forget about all the haters. 

I'm also really happy that “Day 
of Silence” was created and that there 
is actually a day where people can 
support anti-Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transsexual bullying and harass- 
ment. Hopefully many students will 
participate in this day of silence on 
April 26. 


Giselle Vega 
NECC student 


aws 


college or any university in any of 
the 50 states and not be turned away 
because his family is poor.” 

We must not lose sight of what 
the Higher Education Act was 
passed for, to help encourage us stu- 
dents to educate ourselves and give 
hack, not only to ourselves and our 
families, but also to the American 
economy and our society as a 
whole. 

Unfortunately, Congress would 
prefer to implement $13 billion of 
cuts to student loans and pension 
programs, and remove critical anti- 
fraud measures that protect us stu- 
dents from shady colleges, and lan- 
guage that attempts to regulate the 
content of college classrooms and 
activities. 

As the future heroes and presi- 
dents of tomorrow we are constant- 
ly criticized about our lack of edu- 
cation, low graduation rates, and 
our intentions towards our future. 
Obviously we are not the ones who 
need to be questioned. 
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Proud NASCAR fan, 
not-so-happy journalist 


Dateline guilty of 
stereotyping fans and 
trying to create news 


By DANIELLE SIECZKOWSKI 
Contributing Reporter 


NASCAR 
fans have been 


called many 
things; red- 
necks, hicks, 


beer-drinking 
white trash - 
these slurs ref- 
erencing rac- 
ing’s southern 
heritage have 
been brushed 
off in the past, but now the racing 
world is dealing with a controversial 
new label: anti-Muslim. 

The racing community was 
shocked to learn that two weeks ago 
at Martinsville Speedway in Virginia, 
where the NASCAR Craftsman 
Truck series and NASCAR NEXTEL 
Cup series were racing, NBC’s 
Dateline sent a camera crew to fol- 
low Arab-appearing “fans” in hopes 
to illustrate how Americans have 
anti-Muslim sentiments. To the satis- 
faction of NASCAR, Dateline 
received no reactions from race fans. 

Ramsey Poston, the managing 


director of corporate communica- 
tions for NASCAR, was quoted as 
saying, “NASCAR thinks it’s 
absolutely outrageous that you have a 
news organization trying to make the 
news instead of reporting the news.” 

NASCAR drivers are also voic- 
ing their opinions on this topic, feel- 
ing proud that their fans would not 
stoop to the level of discrimination. 

“Perfect,” said NASCAR driver, 
Jimmie Johnson. “There’s no doubt 
that there’s a stigma or a labeling that 
our sport’s had.” 

NBC has commented on the story 
as well, releasing a statement saying 
they were “intrigued by the results of 
a recent Washington Post/ABC News 
poll and other articles regarding 
increasing anti-Muslim sentiments in 
the United States.” 

They added that they were not 
focusing on NASCAR primarily, but 
are researching different areas around 
the country. Martinsville Speedway 
was only a stop while conducting 
their research. NBC is planning on 
reporting this topic in a “fair and 
accurate” manner. 

As a journalist and NASCAR 
fan, I was appalled when IJ first heard 
of Dateline’s attempt to try and show 
NASCAR fans as discriminatory. 
First of all, the people of Dateline 
were trying to create a news story. 
Journalism studies, and common 
sense, have taught that journalists are 
to report the news, not create it. We 


have a responsibility to serve the 
public, with the fair and balanced 
truth about what is occurring in the 
world. 

How is showing NASCAR fans 
apparent discrimination illustrating 
the entire American opinion? It does 
not make sense. Though Dateline 
argues that the trip to Martinsville 
was only a stop while researching the 
topic, it angers me that they assumed 
that NASCAR fans discriminate 
against Muslims. My knowledge as a 
journalist makes me wonder why 
they would think this. Where did 
NBC find information that made 
them assume that NASCAR fans 
were anti-Muslim? Why did they 
choose Martinsville as opposed to a 
track in California, or our local New 
Hampshire International Speedway? 
What about other sports? 

It seems after looking at all the 
facts that Dateline was discriminat- 
ing against NASCAR fans. Wouldn’t 
this be an interesting story? I applaud 
the fans of NASCAR for not validat- 
ing Dateline’s opinions, and encour- 
age them to speak out. I am proud to 
call myself a fan; I can overlook the 
stereotypical nicknames like red- 
neck, or hick, but I will not be 
referred to as anti-Muslim. As a jour- 
nalist, | am ashamed of NBC for fail- 
ing to do their job in an honest, and 
fair manner. 


It’s time to grow up 


If you want to be 
treated as an adult 
start acting like one 


By JONI QUINN 
Contributing Reporter 


For the second time in the past 
four weeks someone has pulled the 
fire alarm on campus, causing stu- 
dents and faculty to evacuate the 
building and sending the fire depart- 
ment rushing to NECC. Both inci- 


There is also an issue on campus 
of students not stepping up and tak- 
ing responsibility for their actions. 
Already this semester there have 
been five reports of a hit and run on 
campus, one in which a student was 
hit by another student’s car and the 
driver took off. 

Accidents happen everyday. The 
difference between a child and an 
adult is that an adult will admit their 
mistake and try to rectify the situa- 
tion. If you are old enough to have a 
driver’s license and attend a college 
campus, then you are old enough to 
know that when you hit someone’s 


dents were false car you need to 
alarms and it is eS ng SS tee tell them what 
believed that a stu- happened ~— and 


dent took it upon 
themselves to disrupt 
class for everyone 
and cause the fire 
department unneces- 
sary alarm. 

By the time we 
reach college, we 
want to be treated 
like adults. Well 
here’s a newsflash: If 
you want to be treated like an adult, 
act like one! It’s time to stop acting 
like children when we want to get out 
of an exam or a class. Take others 
into account before making a foolish 
decision like pulling a fire alarm. No 
one finds it funny. In fact, it’s quite 
annoying. When the alarm was 
pulled on April 5, tons of students 
were forced to stand out in the rain, 
most without jackets, all so that 
someone could have a laugh and 
think they were cool. 


The 


| HANDLERS 


for various shifts at the UPS Chelmsford facility 
Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


[The UPS] 
JEARN &| crupto 


Program 


individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS, 
Explore the benefits of working as a Part-Time Package Handler 


between a child 
and an adult is that 
an adult will admit 
their mistake. 


own up to your 
mistake. This is 
what insurance is 
for. Don’t be so 
immature that you 
leave and let the 
owner of the car 
come out of class 
and see their car 
dented or eracked. 
Not only is it 
wrong and illegal 
to leave, but it’s also something a 
child would do if they accidentally 
broke someone else’s toy: make sure 
no one else saw what you did and 
pretend it never happened. 

It’s time we all take a piece of 
advice: start acting like the responsi- 
ble adult you believe you are. Stop 
pulling stupid, immature pranks, like 
pulling a fire alarm, and start taking 
responsibility for your actions, like 
when you hit someone’s car. 


difference 


at @ growing Fortune 500 Company. 
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| OF ~ Paid Vacations 


UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 
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Beyond Katrina 


An interpretation of the 
Hurricane Katrina Disaster 
through Dance, Video and 
Discussion 


Sponsored by: 
Contemporary Affairs Club 

Still Point Dance 
Company 


Also featuring Dr. Jim 
Gustafson 


Wednesday April 26 
12:00- 1:00 
Room Tc-103B 


The Fringe Players 
invite you to 
Audition 


Auditions will be held 
for: 


The Pirates of Penzance; 
the comic operetta by W.S. 
Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan 


The Comedy of Errors; 
by William Shakespeare 


Wednesday, May 17 in 
the Top Notch Theater, 
Spurk Building, @ NECC 


College credit is avail- 
able by permission of the 
instructor. 


Thos auditioning for 
musical roles should be pre- 
pared to sing a song and 
bring the sheet music or 
score. : 

Call: 978 556 3374 

for more information 


End Of the Year 
Celebration 


Thursday, April 27 
11:00- 1:00 p.m. 


Outside of the D- 
Building will be an End of 
the Year Cookout, with Free 
food. 


Sponsored by the NECC 
Department of Athletics and 
Recreation, a part of the 
College Life and Healthy 
Living Unite, Division of 
Enrollment Management 
and Student Services. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Mayor voices plans for Haverhill 


Contemporary 
Affairs hosts visit on 
Haverhill campus 


By Krista WITKUM 
Contributing Reporter 


As Mayor James J. Fiorentini 
stood to address the Contemporary 
Affairs Club, he knew that he would 
be facing his most inquisitive and 
testing audience. The club has been 
adamant on the installation of the 
traffic light on Rt. 110 at the danger- 
ous intersection of Elliott Street and 
Amesbury Road, one of, if not 
Haverhill's most fatal intersection. 
On Wednesday, April 5, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club ques- 
tioned Mayor Fiorentini on the light 
and other issues. 

“T don't have too much to update 
you on the traffic light. The traffic 
light is a priority for me and a priori- 
ty for Senator (Steven A.) Baddour.” 

After meeting with the 
Massachusetts Highway 
Commission, Fiorentini and Baddour 
submitted their top: 10 priority list. 

“Actually it was one of my top 
two priorities — the traffic light and 
getting a boardwalk downtown. 
Senator Baddour interrupted me and 
said, 'I want you to know that the 
traffic light is not only a priority for 
Haverhill but a priority for the 
state,’” said Fiorentini 

Fiorentini also submitted an 
application to the federal government 
and the state government for funding 
of the traffic light, with approval still 
pending. 

Fiorentini also noted that the 
Massachusetts Highway Department 
made improvements on the visibility 
of the roads by trimming back the 
brush on the sides of Elliot Street and 
installing signs that — warn: 
"Dangerous Intersection’, as well. 

Fiorentini notices the lag in the 


completion in the process; however 
other state projects are also waiting 
for construction. The mayor said he 
will continue to work with the state 
to complete the project, but there are 
many obstacles that the town govern- 
ment has been facing. 

“First, we are competing with 
every other project in the state. We 
are competing with the redesign of 
the rotary down on the Cape and the 


rotary on 213 in Methuen,” says 
Fiorentini. 
“Second, the design. 


Traditionally the problem is a city 
has to pay for the design and the state 
pays for the project if that design is 
approved. Most of the cities, espe- 
cially Haverhill, who are in a deficit, 


stant budget slashing, he regrettably 
has to turn to the property tax for the 
city's funding and make challenging 
decisions. 

“Can we put more policemen on 
the street or do we cut them back? 
Do we build the fire station we so 
desperately need or do we lay off 
firefighters? Do we layoff school 
teachers?” says Fiorentini. 

Despite the money problem, 
Fiorentini still puts a high focus on 
public education. 

“The number of kids in the tenth 
grade who did proficient on the 
MCAS scores are not where I would 
like it to be,” says Fiorentini, “My 
goal is to keep kids in school and 
raise MCAS rates.” 


improve ‘performance by having a 
longer school day and school year. 

Although Fiorentini wants the 
Haverhill youth to succeed, he does 
not see school vouchers as benefi- 
cial. 

“Tt is taking some of the best and 
brightest student out of public 
schools. It takes money that ought to 
go to public education and gears it to 
private schools. It helps a few school 
children at the expense of our public 
education system,” says Fiorentini. 

Despite Haverhill's pitfalls, 
Fiorentini wants to turn his attention 
to the downtown area. He hopes to 
bring back the nostalgia of down- 
town living and shops to attract more 
tourists and in turn, income. 


we are no longer able to pay for the The new superintendent of Conversely, with Lowes Home 
design,” Improvement stores, 
Seal Gd ek cl ete. ee Starbuck's Coffee chain and 
Fiorentini, u B.J.'s Wholesale Club 
who also My vision for Haverhill is to planned for operation in 
noted that Haverhill, the city can look 
the he is become, what I call, a CONSUMET forward to these chains gen- 
working ° erating large profits. 

with the city. “My vision for Haverhill 
legislature —Mayor James Fiorentini is to become, what IJ call, a 
which has consumer city. A city that is 
a bill to esthetically pleasing and that 
the allow is connected to the water- 


cities to carry out small projects like 
the traffic light. 

“And the final problem with 
everything in the world you do with 
government is money. More of one 
thing means less of something else. If 
the state does this project then they 
can't do another,” says Fiorentini. 

Fiorentini has turned his atten- 
tion to overcoming Haverhill's 
decreasing budget. 

“My job has come down to allo- 
cation of scare resources. Over the 
years a large amount of federal 
money has been cut back and a large 
amount of state money has been cut 
back,” said Fiorentini. 

The decrease of outside funding 
has led Haverhill to rely on their high 
property tax. Fiorentini said that the 
current rate is the highest in history 
and predicts it to grow. With the con- 


Learning Communities 
give students a chance 
to collaborate classes 


Advertising for 
classes becomes 
harder in Behrakis 


Student Center 


By EVAN ROWLAND 
Contributing Reporter 


Wednesday, April 19 you may 
have been approached by.a Learning 
Communities representative in the 
Spurk Building lobby. 

Two of six trained representa- 
tives who aim to increase student 
enrollment in the Fall '06 Learning 
Community courses were handing 
out flyers and explaining the educa- 
tional programs. 

The LC program gives students 
the chance to take two courses 
together with the same group of stu- 
dents and receive full credit for both. 
The classes share a theme and inte- 
grate their schedules so that there is 
an even workload throughout the 
semester. 

. Despite glowing reports from 
students who have taken LC courses, 
the attendance for each class has 
never been too large - about 20-25 
students. According to Learning 


Community Co-Coordinator 
Priscilla Bellairs, keeping the num- 
ber of enrolled students at that level 
has gotten harder and harder. She 
explained that the six new represen- 
tatives were the result of "desperate 
brainstorming" by the Learning 
Community Steering Committee. 

Students registering for courses 
used to arrive in large groups of 30- 
40 people, and were better informed 
of their options. Now that students 
are doing their registration individu- 
ally, most are not hearing about the 
Learning Communities offered. 
Advertising in the Ourania Behrakis 
Student Center has become harder, 
as there are now less places to hang 
posters. A survey of students in 
Learning Community courses 
showed that most had heard of the 
program through word-of-mouth. 

The representatives will be visit- 
ing various courses to explain the 
Learning Community's offerings and 
describe their own experience in the 
courses. 

Information about the Learning 
Community courses can be found on 
their Web site at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/learning- 
communities. 


Haverhill schools, Dr.Raleigh 
Buchanan, has now ordered to con- 
duct mandatory summer schools. 
Haverhill is the second city on the 
state to make this requirement. 

“Last year was an experiment 
and it worked tremendously. We had 
55 kids due to go to summer school. 
Twenty kids buckled down and stud- 
ied so they didn't have to go and that 
is a success right there”, said 
Fiorentini. “Of the remaining kids, 
every one kid, everyone single kid, 
had an 100 percent attendance rate 
and improved their standardized test- 
ing score... and every kid was able 
to pass to the next grade.” 

He favors the MCAS and other 
forms of standardized testing 
because it a reflection of the school's 
performance. After much research, 
he also said that students can 


front. We have turned our back to the 
waterfront for the last 40, 50 years. (I 
want a waterfront) where we have 
boats and harbors and a city with 
good schools and safe streets,” said 
Fiorentini, “I' want a city that our 
downtown is a mixture of where peo- 
ple live above where they work and 
walk around down town. I want a 
city with lots of parks and play- 
grounds. And just a great place to 
live and that is my vision.” 

Fiorentini wants to really capital- 
ize on the riverfront with boardwalks 
harbors, shop and restaurants, yet 
keep the opposite side of the river 
more natural with bike paths and lots 
of greenery. He hopes to establish 
Haverhill as an ‘Urban Renaissance. 

“T want people to say that they 
are proud to eat, work and dine here” 
said Fiorentini. 


GSA takes part in 
Day of Silence 


The National Day of 
Silence brings 
awareness to campus 


By ERICKA KEARN 
Contributing Reporter 


It's finally here, the National 
Day of Silence. 

Today, April 26th, students can 
show their support to those who are 
discriminated against and_ their 
opposition to stereotypes by being 
silent. People will also notice the 
statistics and random facts in chalk 
on the walk ways on campus. 

GSA students planned to wake 
up super early to write these fac- 
toids andinspirational words on the 
concrete to provoke thought and 
drive homethe powerful message 
this day conveys. 

This has been the most orga- 
nized production done by the GSA 
at NECC. Harry Guzman brought 
the idea to a meeting near the begin- 
ning of the school year, and since 
then advisors CJ Crivaro andSandra 
DeVellis have contacted the official 
organization for the Day of Silence, 
getting registered as official partici- 
pants in the National Day of 
Silence, and ordered tee shirts and 


informational packets and stickers. 

All the members of the GSA 
have put a lot of time and effort into 
organizing and raising money, for 
this day and for charities. This 
semester they had a bake sale that 
made $116, donating half of thepro- 
ceeds to charity, and recently a used 
book sale, which also had agood 
turn out. 

The National Day of Silence 
was founded in 1996 by students at 
theUniversity of Virginia. That year 
over 150 students participated. In 
just one year, the news had spread to 
over 100 colleges anduniversities 
across the nation. 

Now, 10 years later, The 
National Dayof Silence continues to 
grow and spread to more than just 
colleges, including high schools and 
even middle schools. People can 
choose to be silent outside of the 
school setting, too. The more 
silence today,the more impact it can 
make. 

Today, students of the GSA, 
students not in the GSA, teachers, 
faculty and friends will be silent to 
make a stand, give the opportunity 
for anyone to tell their truths about 
bullying, harassment and violence. 
Today is a chance for everyone to 
stand up against stereotypes of all 
sorts. 
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President urges drivers 
to switch to ‘Earth 
freindly’ cars 


WEST SACRAMENTO, 
California (AP)—President George 
W. Bush had an Earth Day message 
for drivers worried about soaring 
gasoline prices: The United States 
must move more quickly toward 
widespread use of hydrogen-pow- 
ered cars. 

Running vehicles on hydrogen 
fuel cells would help reduce oil 
consumption, as the technology 
does not require gasoline, and lower 
pollution, as they emit only water. 
But the technology is far from 
being a reality in the marketplace— 
the cells are prohibitively expensive 
and require a new distribution sys- 
tem to replace today's gas stations. 

Bush is proposing to spend 
additional federal research dollars 
to help speed that process—but it 
still would be many years off. 

“I strongly believe hydrogen is 
the fuel of the future. That's what 
we're talking about," Bush said 
Saturday. “It has the potential—a 
vast potential to dramatically cut 
our dependance on foreign oil. 
Hydrogen is clean, hydrogen is 
domestically produced and hydro- 
gen is the way of the future.” 


Board of Education of 
University of Idaho 
reviews College of Art 


MOSCOW, Idaho (AP}—The 
state Board of Education has 
revived the University of Idaho's 
College of Art and Architecture. 

Eight hundred students will 
attend the college, which was dis- 
solved in 2002 and absorbed into 
the university's College of Letters 
and Science to form the College of 
Letters, Arts and Social Sciences. 
Alumni, students, faculty and staff 
protested and lobbied the Education 
Board to reactive the college. 

The Education Board reversed 
the dissolution in October, saying it 
wasn't done properly. And on 
Thursday, it largely approved the 
university's business plan to get the 
college up and running by the fall 
semester. : 

“We're ecstatically happy that 
the college has been reactivated," 
interim Dean Bill Woolston told the 
Lewiston Tribune. *‘We didn't get 
everything we came for, but we got 
most of it." 

University administrators had 
asked the board to approve a $774 
annual professional fee for every 
student in the college, regardless of 
major. The fee would have raised 
$280,000 toward the establishment 
of the new college. The board went 
along with the fee for most stu- 
dents, but some members thought 
fine arts majors weren't in a *’pro- 
fessional" discipline and shouldn't 
be charged the fee. 
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cc ollege for Kids’ program 


canceled due to enro 


Academic program 


is not revived for the 


summer of 2006 


By JESSICA DEMARCO 
News Editor 


College for Kids, a summer 
program that has been running 
for the past 8 years, has come to 
a pause. 

“Everybody 
loved seeing them 
around campus,” 
said Prof. Patricia 
Kidney of the 
children that the 
program would 
bring to the 
school. 

The program, 
designed for chil- 
dren ageses 11 
through 13, was 
run on the Haverhill campus of 
NECC. 

“They loved it. It was for 
kids who loved school. This 
program was very, very, fulfill- 
ing,” said Kidney, who ran the 


program. 

According to Kidney, the 
program was cancelled due to 
low enrollment. 

Eight years ago, when the 
program was first introduced, it 
was unique to the area, but as 
time went on, more and more 
educational institutions began 
to offer programs similar to this 
one in order to keep children in 
school and out of trouble dur- 


I really don’t think it’s dead forever. 
This is just a pause. 


-Prof. Patricia Kidney 


ing the summer months. 
However, since NECC’s 
program did not fill to its 
capacity, there was not enough 
money to fund the program, 
which is directly affected by 


ent 


the amount of people who sign 
up. 

The program normally runs 
during July and August. The 


students would pay a tuition of 


$225 and would be able to pick 
their own classes. The courses 
that they could choose from 
ranged in many subjects such as 
dance, art, science, and math. 
The teachers were often from 
around the area, and some also 


teach at 
NECC. 

“I really 
don't think 


it’s dead for- 
ever. This is 
just a pause,” 
said Kidney, 
stating fur- 
ther that until 
the program 
decides what 
it wants to 
be, they are 
at a stand 
still unless they expand. 

Although they do not know 
exactly what is in store for next 
summer College for Kids will 
in some form be up and running 
again. 


Syddall dies of heart failure 


Continued from Page | 


Young said that, for the last 
few months of his tenure at 
Northern Essex, Syddall bat- 
tled with congestive heart faH- 
ure, a likely contributor to the 
fatal heart attack that occurred 
at the beginning of April. 

“In the last four months, he 
was getting very thin, and his 
voice was, well, you could 
hardly understand what he 
said,” said Young. “His job 
was such a big portion of his 
life that he didn't even want to 
take time off.” 

“He spent most of his time 
here,” said Young. 

At the time of his death, 
Syddall was instructing a 
microbiology course in 


Lawrence. According to 
Young, Syddall had instructed 
anatomy and physiology cours- 
es as well. 

“He always taught one 
(adjunct) class each semester,” 
said Young. “He had a PhD, so 
he was very, very qualified to 
do it.” 

Friends and family gathered 
at the Kenneth H. Pollard 
Funeral Home in Methuen on 
the Tuesday following his 
death. A mass of Christian bur- 
ial followed at St. Mary Shrine 
in Lawrence, and Syddall was 
later put to rest in a family lot 
in the Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery in Lawrence on April 
13, 2006, with family and 
friends in attendance. 


A few weeks later, the 


absense of his presence is leay- 
ing a quiet impact on the facul- 
ty that worked with him at the 
college. 

“We're dividing his work 
until we can get someone else, 
but in the process, we have 
realized how much he was 
actually doing. He was doing 
it so quietly, we didn't even 
notice,” said Young. “I'll miss 
him a lot.” 


In his memory, contribu- 
tions may be directed to the 
Science Department of 
Northern Essex Community 
College c/o the Northern Essex 
Community College 
Foundation, 100 Elliot St., 
Haverhill, MA, 01830. 


False fire alarm reported on 
third floor of Spurk Building 


a Le, 


With the help of Eagle 
Security, this security log has 
been compiled to inform stu- 
dents and faculty about the inci- 
dents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security at NECC cam- 


puses in Haverhill and 
Lawrence. This log covers all 
incidents from the dates of Mar. 
22, 2006 to April 17, 2006. 


Haverhill campus, Mar. 28, 
2006 to April 17, 2006. 


Mar. 28, 2006 - Security 
responded to an ill student in 
the C Building. An ambulance 
was called and the student was 
taken to Lawrence General. 


Mar. 29, 2006 - A student 
reported a lost cell phone. 


April 5, 2006 - The fire 
alarm was pulled on the 3rd 
floor of the C Building. Fire 
trucks responded but proved to 
be a false alarm. 


April 6, 2006 - April 17, 
2006 - no incidents were report- 
ed to Eagle Security. 


Lawrence campus, Mar. 22, 
2006 - April 13, 2006. 


Mar. 22, 2006 - A purse was 
stolen from the office (Rm 
133). The office door had been 
left unlocked. An _ incident 
report was taken by security. 
The purse has still not been 
found and the incident remains 
under investigation. 


April 6, 2006 - A faculty 
member was transported to the 
hospital by ambulance after 
having trouble breathing. It was 
determined that Professor Rick 
Syddall had a heart attack. He 
made it to the hospital but 
passed away shortly after. 


April 7, 2006 - April 13, 
2006 - no incidents were report- 
ed to Eagle Security. 


All security logs are compiled 
by Contributing Reporter Joni 
Quinn 


je Bm we oe 


World News 


- Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


German chancellor 
indicates support for 
United States 


HANOVER, Germany (AP)— 
Chancellor Angela Merkel indicat- 
-| ed Sunday that Germany would be 
willing to support India's U.S.- 
backed nuclear program, provided 
the program remains peaceful and 
respects the principles of interna- 
tional nonproliferation treaties. 

Speaking to reporters after 
meeting with Merkel, Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh 
stressed that India is ‘’a responsible 
nuclear power with very strong 
principles." He assured his German 
counterpart that although his coun- 
try had not signed international | 
nuclear nonproliferation treaties, it 
“respects the principles of both 
treaties." 

Such statements are taken very 
seriously, Merkel said, adding that 
the international community would 
continue to hold India to its word 
and monitor its progress. 

“Tf this process continues as it 
has so far, I think that our coopera- 
tion in the development of nuclear 
energy for civilian purposes could 
continue as well," Merkel said. 

Earlier this month, the 
UnitedStates and India signed a 
deal that would allow the U.S. to 
ship nuclear technology and fuel to~ 
India. In return, India would allow 
international inspections and safe- 

. guards at 14 nuclear reactors it has 
designated as civilian. India's eight 
military facilities, however, would 
not be open to-inspections. 


OPEC president 


predicts oil prices will 
stabilize lower 


DOHA, Qatar (AP}—OPEC 
President Edmund Maduabebe 
Daukoru predicted Sunday that oil 
prices would fall from their current 
high of just over US$75 
(euro60.90) a barrel to stabilize in 
the “upper fifties to lower sixties." 

Daukoro, who is also Nigeria's 
petroleum minister, was in Doha for 
the three-day International Energy 
Forum that began on Saturday. 

Crude-oil prices hit a new 
record Friday, fueled by concerns 
about Iran's nuclear ambitions and 
tight U.S. gasoline supplies. 

The Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries president said 
the solution to high prices lies in a 
calmer international environment 
and boosting refining capacity— 
not increasing output which would 
only clog the market. 

“If we do the right things by 
lowering international tensions, oil 
prices will definitely stabilize." 

Oil ministers from a number of 
countries are taking part in the 
event organized organized by 
Riyadh-based International Energy 
Agency. 
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Want to knew what you can 
do at home online? 


e Print a schedule 
e Check your grades 
e Register for your classes* 
e Print an unofficial transcript 


e Perform degree audits to track progress 
toward graduation 


e And much more... 


Interested in learning more about NECC’s self service online tools? 
Ask an Enrollment Services staff member today! 


* Many currently enrolled NECC students will be able to register for classes online. There are 
some restrictions on this option depending on your current status. (Visit “Self Service Online” 
and click on “Register/Drop Courses” to see if you're eligible.) 
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Campaigns provide inspiration 


Professor makes 
strides to publish 
political memoir 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Features Editor 


For some, becoming a volunteer in 
the fast-paced of the world of political 
campaigning may quite possibly be the 
most thrilling experience of a lifetime. 

This holds true for Richard Padova, 
Northem Essex Community College pro- 
fessor and alumnus. 

Padova, who teaches a combination 
of history, government and geography 
classes at NECC, has been involved in 
nearly every presidential campaign since 
1980. 

His interest in political campaigns 
developed while he was a sophomore at 
Central Catholic High School, Lawrence, 
at which point the 1976 New Hampshire 
primaries were well underway. 

“T took just this sudden interest in it,” 
recalled Padova. 

While attending NECC as a Liberal 
Arts Major, Padova said he “further solid- 
ified that interest” in politics. He credited a 
political science course with Professor 
Beth Wilcoxin and an American federal 
government course with Gerry Monin for 
his desire to persue campaign work. 

However, The concept of compiling 
his campaign volunteer experiences to 
form a book was not initially apparent to 
Padova, but rather just came to him grad- 
ually. He finally began work on the piece, 
tentatively titled “First in the Nation,” over 


Excerpts from “First in the Nation” 


Despite many previous years’ 
involvement in presidential poli- 
tics, 2004 marked the first time 
that I hosted a presidential candi- 
date at my house. The Lieberman 
campaign notified me that the 
candidate would be doing a walk- 
through in my neighborhood and 
would like to pop by and say 
hello. 

My wife Lori has never actual- 
ly participated in campaigns as I 
have, and as such was somewhat 
nervous about the impending 
visit. Not to worry, I said, Joe and 
Hadassah Lieberman just want to 
ring the doorbell, say hi, and 
they'll be off. 

Unconvinced, Lori didn't know 
where to begin. Vacuum the car- 
pets? Wash the floors? Sweep the 
driveway? Tidy up the flower 
beds? Power-wash the vinyl siding 
perhaps? No, no, no. None of this 
was necessary, I explained, but 
she insisted on doing the carpets 
and floors. 

The campaign, predictably, 
was running behind schedule and 
despite the estimated time of 
arrival of 11 a.m., arrived closer 
to 11:30 a.m. This approximate 


One bright January day a 
Saturday afternoon, I was asked 
to leaflet a neighborhood in the 
town of Plaistow. Happily walking 
through a quiet residential neigh- 
borhood armed with my stack of 
Gephardt brochures, I 
approached a house where two 
men were working on a car in the 
driveway. Before I had an oppor- 
tunity to begin speaking, one of 
the men asked me what I was 
“selling.” As I eagerly launched 
into my pro-Gephardt spiel, he 


this past winter break. 

“I was just happily volunteering for 
years,” said Padova. “Then I had that free 
time and my mind was cleared.” 

Padova described the book as being 
both “humorous and serious,” recounting 
his time spent working alongside presi- 
dential candidates for seven elections. 

Although Padova is not registered to a 
specific political party, he has primarily 
worked with democratic candidates. 

His first campaigning experience was 
with Ted Kennedy 1980. He has since 
played a prominent role in the campaigns 
of John Glenn, Dicksephardt, Bob Kerrey, 
Bill Clinton and Joe Lieberman. The only 
winning candidate he campaigned for was 
Clinton in 1996. 

“Most of the time for some reason, I 
just can't seem to pick a winner,” said 
Padova. 

Padova's typical responsibilities 
include polling residents by phone, stand- 
ing in downtown areas with propaganda, 
distributing leaflets to neighborhoods. He 
was also instrumental in setting up for 
campaign rallies and marched in political 
parades. 

“Tve done everything.. I'm a man for 
all seasons,” said Padova. 

“Everything” has even come to 
include Padova and his wife, Lori, enter- 
taining a candidate. 

“The most memorable experience I 
would say was having the Lieberman's 
over my house,” said Padova. “Despite 
my involvement in presidential politics I'd 
never had a presidential candidate over my 
house.” 

Tn his book, Padova made reference 
to meeting with Joe and Hadassah 
Lieberman during 2003 campaigning. He 
recalled the planning involved and. his 


thirty-minute time gap _ only 
served to exacerbate Lori's 
already frayed nerves. I remem- 
ber my late speech professor at 
Northern Essex Community 
College, Dr. Eugene Connolly, 
telling us to “keep the butterflies 
flying in formation.” This was lost 
on Lori. 

Finally, the doorbell rings and 
there they are-Joe and Hadassah 
Lieberman-along with at least 50 
cheering, sign-waving supporters 
whooping it up in the driveway! I 
invited the Liebermans inside to 
take a quick look at my collection 
of political campaign memorabil- 
ia. Just two minutes of quiet time 
between the Liebermans and the 
Padovas-no media, no wild sup- 
porters, no security personnel. 
After a quick scan of my collec- 
tion, Joe remarked that “it was 
like opening a treasure chest.” An 
aide then came inside and 
announced that she had to whisk 
the Liebermans off to their next 
event in Nashua, upon which we 
said our good-byes. It was all 
over within minutes, but the date 
will be firever etched in my mind: 
September 14, 2003. 


interrupted and said, “That's 
okay, I'm voting for Fawn Hall.” As 
you may recall, she was Oliver 
North's secretary on the National 
Security Council who achieved 
national fame in the late 80's for 
shredding documents to cover up 
the Iran-Contra scandal. 

Oh, by the way, what street 
was I leafleting that Saturday 
afternoon in Plaistow? 
Congressional Avenue. I am not 
kidding. 


opportunity to share his extensive at-home 
collection of political memorabilia with 
Joe Lieberman. 

“Tt was all over in a matter of minutes, 
but it made an impression to last a life- 
time,” said Padova. “1 really felt close to 
Joe. I think he would have been a good 
president, but the voters didn't agree.” 

Footage of the couple ariving at 
Padova's home was later used in television 


campaign commercials for Lieberman. 

Padova hopes to have the book fin- 
ished within a year and set a release date 
around Jan. 2008. 

“Tm going to try to time it so it comes 
out right before the New Hampshire pri- 
mary, right at the peak of interest,” said 
Padova. 

According to Padova there are “two 


publishers night now that seem fo be a — 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 
Professor Richard Padova sits in his office, decorated with a small fraction of the 


political memorabelia he has collected from seven presidential campaigns. 


match.” University Press of New England 
and Trafford Publishing have experienced 
interest in what Padova is referring to as a 
sort of “memoir’““My main interest is just 
for fun, I'm not seeking to become a seri- 
ous author, I just want to share with my 
public,” said Padova. “IfI can inspire peo- 
ple in whatever way that would be great.” 


The English department is pleased to invite the 
college community to attend a special ceremony... 


+; 


ne English Composition | and English 


Composition tl Writing Awards 


The program is one we enjoy putting together and one we | | 


Program! 


genuinely enjoy sharing. It is very uplifting to see our 
deserving students receive recognition for outstanding writ- 
ing. Because the English Department fully recognizes that 
the students’ success is truly the product of a team effort, | 
we would be remiss were we not to invite everyone who 
has contributed toward that achievement: administration, 


faculty, and staff. 


Our 50-minute program will be held at noon on 
Monday, May 8, in Lecture Hall A in the Spurk 
Building on the Haverhill campus. 


Why not take time out from your busy schedule to share 
the recipients’ joy, celebrate their accomplishments, and 
hear some of their remarkable essays. You will surely 
leave feeling that all the time and effort we all put into stu- 
dent success is certainly well spent. 


- 


jf Anata 


- 
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_ BY DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
~ Contributing Reporter 


_ The students in Susan Sanders' 
directing class have worked hard all 
_ year long perfecting their skills as 
directors, and it all comes down to 
one proposal based: on a 10-minute 
act detailing cast, props, lighting, 


_ and ultimately their vision for the 


* 


piece, all in the hopes of being one 
of the. eight chosen to witness the 


culmination of their efforts in the 


said: 


NECC Student Directed One-Act 
plays. 

“One of the things they discov- 
er is that directors have to teach act- 
ing, and it doesn't matter if it is their 
(the actors) first play, or if they've 
been in dozens of plays, because 
you always'learn something differ- 
ent from another director, ” Sanders 


As the teacher of the directing 
class, Sanders is in charge of the 
One-Act plays this semester, 
although in previous years she has 
shared that responsibility with her 
husband Jim Murphy, who co- 
chairs the theater department with 
her. 


Arts & Entertainment 


There will be 
eight acts in all, 
one per director. 


Simon  Fill's 
“Night Visits,” 
directed by 


Lindsey Bombard, 
portrays the con- 
cepts of death and 


dying. It stars 
Mike Zuccola as 
an intern named 
Tom, Emily 
Murphy as a 
patient named 
Emily and 


Stephanie 
McKenney as a 
nurse. 

In contrast 
there is David Ives' 
“Words, Words, 
Words,” directed 
by Maggie Elliott, 


comedic stylings 

of three monkeys involved in a sci- 
entific experiment who, unbe- 
knownst to the scientists who are 
testing them, all speak English. 
This play features Tina Sheehan, 
Jake Gardner and Cory Cocchiaro 


Danielle A. Jackson photo 


Student director Lindsey Bombard looks on as 
which features the Stephanie McKenney and Mike Zuccola rehearse. 


playing the respective roles of the 
three monkeys: Kafka, Milton and 
Swift. 

“T think that the directors find 
out that the plays are about a whole 
lot more than when they first read 
through it - when they put it up on 


its heer 
Sanders said. 

With an 
average of 
three or more 
hours per week 
dedicated to 
these produc- 
tions and only a 
month allotted 
for completing 
the whole 
process, the 
students realize 
quickly the task 
ahead of them 
as director. 

“T need to 
tell them exact- 
ly what I want 
because there is 
no time to do 
anything but. I 
love it, and it's 
awesome, but 
it's also incredi- 
bly stressful too, because I'm in 
charge of getting my act together - 
no one is going to do it for me,” said 
Bombard, director of “Night 
Visits.” This particular group has 
been spent two hours twice a week 


Now playing: Pupil presentations 


i ‘Student Directed One-Act Plays eae directing class a chance to take charge 


rehearsing and fine-tuning their 
piece. 

As far as the student actor's per- 
spective on being directed by anoth- 
er student, Zuccola said, “I think it's 
more challenging, because honestly, 
she'll tell me exactly what she wants 
done - she's more blunt with things. 
It's good, but that's essentially the 
more challenging part of it.” 

There are no more than four 
actors in any given piece, although 
several pull double duty as 
actor/director, or are acting in mul- 
tiple pieces. 

“T have certain criteria in terms 
of the number of people in the acts 
- how difficult it is going to be tech- 
nically. Minimize cast, lighting, 
props - I want it to be about the 
directing; working with the script 
and working with the directors,” 
Sanders said. “I also have to think 
it's a play worth doing - I'm open to 
silliness and light, but also dramatic 
pieces as well.” 

The productions will take place 
in the Top Notch Theater on May 5 
and 6 at 7:30 p.m. The tickets for 
the show are $10 general admission, 
and $8 for students and seniors. 


‘Kindred Spirits’ exhibits faculty talent 


Continued from Page 1 


He recalled that as being the day 
his mother brought jewelry to donate 
to “La Paria Italia,” and said that for- 
ever after that, his father was fond of 
saying “You know Marietta gave my 
wedding ring to Mussolini.” 

Prior to the third act, Kamber 
said, “This performance has become 
an institution here. We may be the 


_ only school with a tap-dancing respi- 


ratory therapist.” She was referring 
to Chris Rowse, who performed 


along with Judith Lieberman. Their 
first dance was an “a capella” (with- 
out music) that was choreographed 
by Leon Collins. In the middle of the 
dance Rowse missed a step, but he 
only chuckled and picked back up 
again on the next eight-count. 
Afterward he said, “Now you can see 
why I'm a respiratory therapist.” 
Due to a problem with the CD 
player, their second dance could not 
be performed right away, so the pro- 
gram picked right back up with a 
short story reading by Jane Thiefels 
and Allan Hislop. It was a true story 


Melissa Caron photo 
Alex Boch was an audience favorite as he read his 
short story, “Rings for Mussolini.” 


called “Time Travel” which took 
place in South America in 1990. It 
described both Thiefels and Hislop 
taking the 32-hour bus ride from Peru 
to Ecuador two days apart from each 
other. 

Thiefels' version was a light- 
hearted, slightly exotic travel story. 
On Hislop's journey, however, he and 
his traveling companions were held 
up by bandits with semi-automatic 
weapons who, when they found out 
Hislop was from the U.S., asked him 
if he knew Rambo. The story fin- 
ished with the line, “We had made 
the same journey, and yet what a dif- 
ference two days can make.” 

The program next returned to 
Rowse and 
Lieberman, who 
had to resort to 
doing their soft 
shoe routine 
minus the intend- 
ed background 
music, “Taking A 
Chance on Love.” 
They were 
nonetheless 
undaunted, and finished their perfor- 
mance to applause fitting of their 
good sportsmanship. 

Ken Langer, the new director of 
the music program at NECC, next 
performed three original songs on 
voice and 12-string guitar. “Judith 
(Kamber) asked to have some profes- 
sional performers here, and I'm here 
to tell you I'm not one,” he said, 
evoking a laugh from the audience. 

Two of his pieces - “All One 
Family” and “Can't Make it Alone,” 
were inspired by Maya Angelou 
poems. The third was called 
“Looking for Love,” and was 
inspired by the student counseling he 


‘did in his previous job. “Everybody's 


looking for love, but some people 
find it in positive ways and some 
people find it in negative ways,” he 
said by way of introduction. 


Langer's music was very much in 
the folk tradition, and dealt with 
themes of peace and unity in the 
human family. At the end of his per- 
formance he expressed his apprecia- 
tion to the audience for “allowing me 
to come out here and do this,” and 
concluded saying, “I'll be appearing 
next week in my kitchen.” 

Priscilla Bellairs next performed 
on the cello, accompanied by human- 
ities professor Alisa Bucchiere on 
piano. She told an interesting story 
about her new cello, which she has 
named “Ernest.” 

According to Bellairs, Ernest 
originated in Czechoslovakia and 
arrived in the U.S. “naked and 


ee ae a 


This is part of what the arts are at 
NECC, so this is one way to celebrate 


what we are. 
-Judith Kamber 


white.” “Emest and I have now had 
a full year to get acquainted,” she 
said. “On the other hand, when we 
aren't communicating too well, I 
blame it on his Czechoslovakian 
accent.” 

Bellairs said that her old cello 
just self-destructed one day - the glue 
gave way and it fell apart. Rather 
than throw it out, she gave it to 
Kamber, who also happens to be an 
artist, and Kamber turned it into a 
sculpture which was on display at 
Kindred Spirits. 

Bellairs prefaced her perfor- 
mance of a Vivaldi sonata by saying, 
“T've been playing a lot of Vivaldi, 
and I've been losing a lot of the 
time.” 

Joanna Fortna followed up 
Bellairs' performance with two 
pieces - one by Bach and one by 


Puccini - on the flute. She was also 
accompanied by Bucchiere. “I'm a 
little nervous about playing in front 
of everybody,” she said, but her ner- 
vousness did not appear to affect her 
playing, which was beautiful and 
melancholy. 

Bucchiere was the last to per- 
form. She played two solo pieces - 
“La Fille aux Cheveux de Lin” (“The 
Girl with the Flaxen Hair”) by 
Debussy, and a Rachmaninoff piece. 
About the Debussy, Bucchiere said, 
“I swear he wrote it for me, because 
I love it so much.” 

About the Rachmaninoff, 
Bucchiere told a story about her 
favorite recording of the piece - one 
by Vladimir 
Horowitz that she 
loved so much that 
she wore out the tape 
in the '80s. At one 
time, she had the 
opportunity to play 
the very Steinway 
piano that Horowitz 
recorded that piece 
on. Bucchiere liter- 
ally shook the piano on _ the 
Rachmaninoff piece. 

Cathy Sanderson, humanities 


- professor and audience member said, 


“J thought Elisa was just wonderful.” 
Also part of the Kindred Spirits 
show was a number of art exhibits. 
There were photographs by Biff 
Ward and by Jane Albert, who is the 
marketing coordinator for non-credit 
programs and takes a lot of pictures 
for NECC. There were intricate 
paintings by Richard Jones, a CIT 
coordinator who said he spends six 
months to a year on each of his paint- 
ings. And there were sculptures and 
embellished chairs by Kamber. 

In concluding the show, Kamber 
said, “This is part of what the arts are 
at NECC, so this is one way to cele- 
brate what we are.” 
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Mogwai vs. the Beast 


Music review: Scottish rock band saves the world with the power of sound 


By Ros CARLSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Dear Friends, 


I recently heard the new album 
“Mr. Beast” by the Scottish rock 
band Mogwai. It was the highlight 
of a night filled with interesting 
events and famous people. 

Here's what happened. 

A few weeks ago I went to this 
wild party on the moon. Everyone 
from Ghandi to Attila the Hun was 
there, and for the most part, every- 
one got along. There were a few 
minor disagreements, but before 
anything could get too out-of-hand, 
some neutral person would intervene 
with a basketball, 
chess set, or deck 
of playing cards. 

Beethoven and 
Jimi Hendrix start- 
ed a band with 
Dave Grohl! and 
Mike Watt. They 
called themselves 
Manila Rice and 
jammed into the 
night, tirelessly 
providing music for 
both dancing and 
stoic listening. 

After being 
denied a dance by 
both Greta Garbo 
and Queen 
Elizabeth (the 
first), and failing to 
convince Pat Morita to teach me the 
crane kick, I wandered on, briefly 
stopping to listen to Plato and 
Nietzsche discuss horse racing. 

“They drugged Smarty Jones 
before that race, haven't you seen the 
photos of his eyes?” said Nietzsche. 

“Pffft. The only drug Smarty 
Jones got before that race was a 
potent dose of over-hype,” retorted 
Plato. 

“A Horse Called Entropy will 
win the triple crown in 2020,” I 


sludge. 


ee ar ae 


A wall of pure blue 
sound rose forth, 
deflecting 


‘Who are they?’ 
someone 
urgently. 


called, unable to resist the chance to 
mess with philosophers. 

I headed back to the dance floor, 
working up the nerve to approach 
Scarlett Johansen. 

“Hi, uh... would you like to 
dance?” 

“Sure,” she responded with her 
smile that tilts the earth a little more 
than it's supposed to tilt every time it 
is unleashed. 

Just then I felt a tug at my jacket 
sleeve. I turned around and there 
was William Butler Yeats, looking 
frantic and disheveled. “Hello, 
Yeats, I'm a fan of your work,” I 
said, incredulous that he would 
choose this moment to say hello. 

“And what rough beast, its hour 
come round at last, Slouches 
towards Bethlehem to be born?” he 
quoted himself. 

“Yeah that's a 
good line, but I 
don't really have 
the answer. Jesus 
is over that way 
with Poe, he might 
be able to help.” 

“N-n-no,” he 
stammered, look- 
ing back and forth 
between me and 
Scarlett. “And 
what rough beast- 


“ 


the 


asked 


“Now isn't 
really a good 
time,” I interrupt- 


ed. 

Then I noticed 
a commotion off on the edge of the 
moon. People were gathering and 
buzzing murmurs coalesced into ris- 
ing alarm. When Yeats saw I had 
seen, he nodded vigorously. 

“The beast is there,” he said, 
pointing out into space toward 
Earth. 

Scarlett and I joined the others. 
Yeats was right. In the distance, 
against a backdrop of stars, the 
image of the Earth was marred by 
some monstrous scaled beast with 
jagged claws and wicked fangs. It 


was digging and 
peeling reality 
around it, shred- 
ding it into chaos. 

Suddenly the 
sound of piano 
punched through 
the murmuring of 
the moon specta- 
tors. I looked back 
tPoniwi awn mduks 
Beethoven, but he 
wasn't playing any- 
thing. The piano 
notes were joined 
then by thumping 
drums and the wail 
of a guitar, building 
over a backdrop of 
ambient keyboard. 
People looked 
around, confused. 
The sound was 
loud and seemed to 
come from all 
around us. 

“There!” called 
Abraham Lincoln, 
pointing off into 
space towards the 
Earth. 

sale Dis aX SY 
approach the 
Beast!” 

And then we 
saw five people standing upon the 
ramparts of a flying Scottish castle 
ripping sounds from their instru- 
ments and sending waves crashing 
toward the monster. The castle was 
headed straight for the Beast, who 
reeled as the first drumbeats 
punched it in the stomach.. The gui- 
tar waves wrapped like a chain 
around the monster's neck, then 
snapped up in an attempt to dislodge 
the beast from its perch. 

The monster roared with rage, 
snapping through the sound chain 
and sending a blast of fire at the 
musicians. But a wall of pure blue 
sound rose forth, deflecting the 
sludge. 

“Who are they?” someone asked 
urgently. 


“Mogwai! The Scottish Guitar 
Army,” said someone else. 

Meanwhile the band started into 
another song, slower this time, 
working directly at the Beast's own 
consciousness, attempting to lull its 
rapid movements. It seemed to be 
working. The claws snapped slower 
and slower at the hovering castle, its 
tail no longer flailing. 

“Bury it!” called the band's 
leader, signaling his comrades to 
stomp upon their effects pedals, 
sending forth a sudden onslaught of 
silvery white sound shot through 
with flickering green lightning bolts 
in a massive tidal wave, crashing 
over the torpid Beast. 

The monster reeled, stumbling 
backwards. Dislodged from its grip 


upon the Earth, it floated into space. 
Mogwai continued playing their 
music, constructing a prison of 
sound around the monster, shackling 
its claws and muzzling its maw with 
whispered lyrics and foreboding 
bass riffs. 

The prison shrunk around the 
Beast then, bringing it to the size of 
a soccer ball to the cheers of the 
spectators standing on the lunar sur- 
face. Mogwai floated their castle up 
towards us then and continued play- 
ing their anthems amid the celebra- 
tions until morning began to break. 


From, 


Rob 


‘Silent Hill is mesmerizing on big screen. 


Film adaptation of 
video game scores 
big at box office 


By DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


“Silent Hill,” starring Radha 
Mitchell of “Finding Neverland,” 
Sean Bean of “Flightplan” and 
“North Country,” and Jodelle 
Ferland, who has been featured in 
television shows like the WB's 
“Supernatural” and “Smallville,” is 
based on the horror survival video 
game of the same name. 

This film details the quest of 
Rose (Mitchell), a mother in search 
of answers as to why her adopted 
daughter Sharon (Ferland) is so ill 
and afflicted. The suggestion of psy- 
chiatric institutionalization by 
Sharon's doctor, coupled with ran- 
dom sleep ramblings in which she 
repeatedly mentions the name 
“Silent Hill,” quickly leads her 


adopted mother Rose to the 
dark and deserted town, 
ultimately resulting in 
Sharon's disappearance and 
setting up the premise of the 
movie: A mother locating 
her daughter at any cost. 

There are two potential 
ways for this movie to be 
viewed: 1) as the video 
game fanatic, or 2) as the 
dedicated horror movie afi- 
cionado. 

The complication with 
this film, as viewed by the 
horror movie aficionado, is 
the blank spots or missing 
details that are provided by 
the video game which rein- 
forces the overall experi- 
ence and storyline. For 
someone viewing this film 
without pretense or prior 
knowledge of its long cult video 
game following, it's sure to seem 
slow and fuzzy at times. 

On the other hand, as viewed 
through the eyes of the video game 
fanatic, director Christophe Gans of 


(“The Brotherhood of the Wolf;” 
“Crying Freeman”), successfully 
and accurately (with a few minor 
exceptions) brings the terrifying and 
mesmerizing video game from the 
PlayStation to the big screen, giving 


the characters and story 
a newfound  three- 
dimensionality and life. 

From the start, Rose 
is joined by Cybil 
(Laurie Holden), a 
motorcycle cop who is 
immediately concerned 
with Sharon's safety 
when she meets up with 
the mother and daughter 
duo at a gas station on 
their way to Silent Hill. 
This leads her to follow 
them and to eventually 
(albeit grudgingly) aid 
Rose in the search for 
Sharon. 

Throughout the film, 
Rose's husband 
Christopher, who initial- 
ly supports the idea of 
their adopted daughter's 
institutionalization, searches for the 
two of them, all the while meeting 
with challenges and obstacles set by 
the people of the surrounding town 
who appear to have made driving 
him away their life's mission. 


There were laughs spontaneous- 
ly throughout the theater, but they 
were not an expression of ridicule so 
much as they were a display of the 
awe and childlike sense of amaze- 
ment that the hardcore video game 
fanatics shared as they experienced 
the film and spotted those details 
that were painstakingly placed and 
positioned to remind them of the 
hours of labor they committed to 
solving the game and cracking the 
codes and riddles, not to mention the 
overwhelming sense of satisfaction, 
as well as disappointment, that sur- 
faces when it all comes to an end. 

The same can be said for the 
film. 

Though the story may not be as 
clear for those individuals who lack 
a history with the game, the special 
effects, cinematography, and overall 
intensity of this horror/thriller, is no 
doubt the reason why the theaters 
are packed, the crowds on the edge 
of their seats, and this movie sky- 
rocketed to number one last week- 
end in the box office. 


VeOP- as 
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The Family Monster by Josh Shalek 


The price, IE 


Dr intelli ence 


T MEAN, I'M CLAD I’M 
GETING OUT OF HERE. VM 
JUST GOING TO MISS ALL THE 
OTHER PARTS OF BEING IN 


=]NOW YOU'RE JUST MAKING > 
=I NAMES UP. HOW ABOUT YOU 


less pp» bee 


I am 


ARE YOU KIPPING? 


GETTING OUT-OF HERE 


“The world’s record hairball was released by 
Tippy the Cat of Charles City, iowa, when she 
finally laid her paws on a good decongestant.” 


CARS. 
y 


SFLIPPING OVER 
A GUARDRAIL... 


keef@ kehronicles, eam 


ACROSS 
1 Sees socially 
6 Persian ruler 

10 Choir part 

14 Discomfit 

15 __ and now 

16 Catch sight of 

17 New Mexico 
state flower 

18 Nobleman 

19 Layer 

20 Bend down 

21 Tap problem 

22 Indian princess 

23 Peruse 

25 Gallery porch 

27 Ink smudge 

30 King’s agent 

32 Corn unit 

33 “Jay-walking” 
comic 

34 Knocks down 
ten pins in two 
shots 

38 Single-ceiled 
organism 

40 Wildebeest 

42 Make merry 

43 WWII 
marauders 

45 Ms. Bagnold 

47 Earth tone 

48 Molds again 

50 Veteran sailor 

51 Invade in great 
numbers 

54 Bullets, shells, 
etc. 

56 Crooner Jerry 

57 Daffy bird? 

59 Roast host 


63 Hebrew month : 


64 Fussy self- 
righteous 
person 

65 Slacken 

66 Boorish 

67 Kind of tale 


68 Katmandu’s land 


69 Prepared for the 
drive 

70 Actress lone 

71 Lock 


DOWN 
1 Calendar units 
2 Lie next to 
3 Fried tortilla 
4 Companion 


Crossword 
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5. Condition 
6 Molting 
7 Get an earful of 
8 Get there 
9 Aides 
10 Act of 
treachery 
11 Man from Japan 
12 Pay out 
13 Jordan neighbor 
24“ Maria” 
26 Lassoed 
27 Suitor 
28 Ewe and ram’s 
offspring 
29 Two-toned 
cookie 
31 Ice cream 
holders 
33 Procrastination 
word 
85 Pro _. 
36 Latin list ender 
37 Broadcast 
39 __ along (sped) 
41 Remove knots 
from 
44 Chisels 
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Solutions 
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46 Distinctive 
doctrine 
49 Hooded winter 
coat 
50 Grave 
51 Open 
52 Worth 
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53 Avoid being 


captured 
55 Intended 


58 Unctuous 


60 Promontory 
61 Greek letters 
62 Sniggler’s pursuit 
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Mo’ buttons, mo’ problems 


_ Hi tech, high definition, 
high speed headache 
version 6.1 


By MELopy MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


I don’t care 
what anyone 
says, technolo- 
/ gy will not set 
you free. It will 
only make your 
life more com- 
plicated. “Hi- 
tech” has infil- 
trated the mini, 
’ the medium, 
and even the most grandiose of appli- 
ances. It’s ridiculous, to say the least. 

Chances are that anything you 
own...any one thing, can be made 
bigger, faster, smaller, or easier to 
read — all the while making it so 
much more difficult to operate. 

Trends in technology are multi- 
plying daily. There isn’t one com- 
mercial or advertisement out there 
that isn’t offering the ready and 
financially blind consumer with a 
better way of doing something you 
were doing just fine with already. 

Let’s take, for example, some- 
thing we all own: the cell phone. If 
you're like me, you bought your first 
cell phone for “emergencies only.” 
Right. Well, we all know what hap- 
pens when you give a youngling (or 
anyone for that matter) the opportu- 
nity for instant-communication. I 


remember my first cell phone. It was 
HUGE and analog. It could do oneof 
two things: make and receive. calls 
and send text messages. Now, my 
fancy-shmansy phone can take pic- 
tures and record sound! 

I know, it’s not that great, but I'd 
be lying if I said I wasn’t excited. 
The only issue now is that I hear 
phones can do much more. Excuse 
me for being awed by a camera, but 
do I really need to download iTunes 
on my phone? Can’t I just wait to get 
home to use the Internet? Must I 
check my e-mail 
while I’m sitting in a 
lobby? Do I really 
need AIM and wall- 
paper options? 

Surely, there are 
options that are 
handy, like a calcula- 
tor or an alarm clock. 
If you happen to be 
bad at math all you 
need is a cell phone. 
If you fall asleep in a ditch and need 
to wake up on time to remind your- 
self that you fell asleep in a ditch, all 
you need is a cell phone. 

I wouldn’t mind if my cell phone 
had Mapquest on it. Not that 
Mapquest is of any use anyway, but I 
can understand how something simi- 
lar might be of some use. 

My point is, cell phones are prac- 
tical, in that you can make a phone 
call to whomever, whenever you 
want. If you’re using it to prioritize 
your life or to keep you disconnected 
while you’re away from your high 
speed Internet on your fancy Mac 


Notebook or your iPod, or your tele- 


vision — there may be something 
amiss. 

As if watching television as 
much as the average American does 
wasn’t bad enough, technology has 
some how made it much easier and 
more comfortable for one to sit in 
front of the tube all day. My house 
still has a television set in furniture. 
You know, the kind you can put a 
vase of flowers on top of or 
Christmas cards. 

I visited a friend recently. They 
just got a gigantic flat screen televi- 


re oo a 


If you’re using it to prioritize your life 
or to keep you disconnected...there 
may be something amiss. 


sion. Towering next to it are five or 
six different boxes that do something 
or other to keep the mother ship 
going. Their coffee table might as 
well be encrusted in remote controls. 
As we watched the Sopranos, his 
mom wanted to turn the volume up. 
Her first question was “which 
remote?” Followed by my ever 
favorite, “which button?” 

I thought this was supposed to be 
easier, silly me. I’m not saying that I 
sincerely want to go back to using a 
dial, but come on now, having five 
remotes for one T.V. set and who 
knows how many 
DVD/VHS/Mp3/Whatever Else 


players just seems like more stress 
and more work. 

There’s only one thing I won’t 
attack, and that’s Hi-definition chan- 
nels. My eyes and ears already hate 
me so watching a show in HD is a 
blessing because it serves a real need, 
whereas On Demand does not. That’s 
more of an excuse to sit at home in 
your dark little living room conve- 
niently located by the kitchen should 
you want to gorge whilst watching 
the Food Network. 

Last but certainly not least is 
medical technolo- 
gy. Before I say 
anything, I want to 
express that tech- 
nology created to 
advance medicine, 
is a wonderful 
thing. It can go 
horribly wrong 
when the equip- 
ment relies on the 
cooperation of an 
uncooperative patient or small child 
with a vengeance on the world. 

I work for an optometrist. The 
eye doctor’s is a friendly place, being 
that it’s not the dentist, but when 
those dilation drops kick in and your 
vision starts to blur, it can be a differ- 
ent ballpark all together. 

Medically speaking, dilating 
someone’s eyes in order to take a 
peek at the back of the retina and 
ensure that everything is functioning 
properly is a necessary and wonder- 
ful procedure, despite the four hours 
of blurred vision and light sensitivity 
you’re granted with afterward. Plus, 
you get those cool paper sunglasses. 


ee 


Of course, someone had to “fix” 
it by creating a machine that will 
replace the dilating drops with a 
fancy retinal image. This machine is 
called the “Optomap.” In order to get 
an image, one must look into a small 
dark hole cut through a cumbersome 
machine. In order to look through 
said hole, the medical technician 
(that would be me) has to place the 
patient’s head on the hole and 
maneuver it so that a clear and full 
image is taken. 

Meanwhile, the patient is bom- 
barded with bright flashes of light 
every time an image is taken tem- 
porarily blinding them and some- 
times even offering an instant 
headache. When this patient is elder- 
ly or a small child (with a vengeance 
for the world) this can prove to be 
quite difficult and the image becomes 
obstructed. 

Sometimes this proves to be 
much harder for the doctor to view 
than if he or she had just given the 
patient traditional dilation drops. 

Thus, I urge my readers who are 
probably already stressing out about 
finals, gas prices, and summer jobs — 
take a break, shut off the T.V. and buy _ 
a coloring book and some crayons. 
Or better yet, enjoy a sunny day with 
a kite and some bubbles. Your dog 
probably misses you — take Charlie 
out for that hikes you promised him a 
year ago. 

Simple isn’t so bad. It may be a 
little behind the times, but it’s easy, 
fun, and you’ll never have to wonder 
why your computer mouse has five 
buttons that do the same thing or 
what ROFLMAO. actually means. 


ARIES (March 21- 

April 20) Employment 
and career opportunities 
_will soon increase. Over 
: - the next few days, take 
extra time to explore new education- 
al programs, research funding oppor- 
tunities or complete applications. 
Governmental agencies and large 
corporations will now offer concrete 
rewards: ask for detailed paperwork 
and timely responses. Friday through 
Sunday highlight subtle romantic 
changes in long-term relationships. 
Daily obligations and renewed com- 
mitments are accented: stay open. 


TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) Home expecta- 

_ ey tions, group plans and 
family routines now 

expand: before mid-week, expect 
loved ones to express a strong desire 
for creative activities or social free- 
dom. Refuse to be unnerved by bold 
opinions. In the coming weeks rest- 
lessness may be an underlying influ- 
ence: stay balanced and wait for 
meaningful progress. After Saturday, 
a missed financial opportunity may 
reappear. Carefully study applica- 


tions and legal paperwork: facts or” 


numbers will prove vital to success. 
GEMINI (May 21- 
[] June 21) Over the next 
a eight days, family dis- 
Ggemin’ aoreements may be 
unavoidable. A recent wave of social 
isolation or silent home tension now 
needs to end. Gently probe for a sin- 
cere response from friends or lovers: 
in the coming weeks, daily responsi- 
bilities, romantic goals and long-term 
commitments will demand delicate 
attention. Jake extra time to respond 


to complex emotions and sudden 
social reversals: loved ones may this 
week need to openly discuss their 
private doubts or observations. 


ley 
, physical awareness are 
now a powerful influence 
in key relationships. Over the next 
eight days, passionate emotions will 
rise quickly to the surface: expect 
potential lovers or shy friends to no 
longer avoid public displays of affec- 
tion. Stay balanced, however, and 
respond honestly to unrealistic pro- 
posals or invitations. Later this week, 
a workplace power struggle may 
demand completion. If so, remain 
quietly detached: political reactions 
may be unpredictable. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Attraction and 


SZ LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) A recent battle of wills 
4¢0 between relatives may 
this week need to be openly debated. 
Loved ones are now motivated to end 


‘social differences and improve daily 


relations. Over the next four days, 
friends and family members will rely 
heavily on your ability to mediate 
group dynamics: if possible, plan 
genuine encounters and unique pub- 
lic discussions. Thursday through 
Sunday, romantic passions are unde- 
niable: expect lovers or new friends 
to demand extra attention or boldly 
flirt. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-» 


Sept. 22) Business agree- 
ments are easily aban- 
doned this week: before 


Virgo 


mid-week, expect close friends and 


trusted colleagues to present unreal- 


istic facts, numbers or opinions. 
Although long-term aspirations are 
positive and secure, immediate 
results will be delayed. Advocate 
caution: a clear understanding of 
daily restrictions and financial limits 
is necessary for success. After Friday, 
a close friend may request an unique 
romantic introduction. Don't hesitate: 
passions are high. 


Q LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
uuu -25)) /o0Cial trends — are 
tira’ intriguing but unreliable 
this week. Misleading 
invitations or unexpected group 
reversals are highlighted over the 
next nine days. Avoid private discus- 
sions, if possible, but expect close 
friends to reveal more personal infor- 
mation than is warranted. Reserve 
judgment: sensitive emotions need to 
be respected. After Friday, a 12 day 
phase of romance and new sensuality 
arrives. Long-term relationships may 
expand to include revised living 
arrangements: stay open. 


NN, SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


» Nov. 22) Over the next 
weed eight days, bosses and 
managers will expect renewed devo- 
tion to troubled projects. A recent 
wave of workplace mistakes will 
soon be publicly resolved. Listen 
carefully for revised instructions and 
ask probing questions, Improved 


policies will soon prove highly polit- 


ical: remain dedicated to small 
details and complex calculations. 
After Friday, a long-term financial 
investment may demand a new strat- 
egy. Carefully study budgets and 
daily obligations for valuable clues. 


SAGITTARIUS 
: (Nov... -23-Decs --21) 
j Roommates and close 
Sagittarius relatives may this week 
reveal unexpected social 
disputes. Private triangles between 
friends or ongoing workplace differ- 
ences will demand public confronta- 
tion. Provide a detailed account of 
your own experiences: your ability to 
interpret subtle emotions or describe 
hidden agendas will be greatly appre- 
ciated. After Saturday, an unexpected 
romantic flirtation may escalate. Go 
slow: trusted friends or close rela- 
tives may need extra time to adjust. 
"6 22-Jan. 20) Career deci- 
- sions will eventually 
Capricort prove rewarding. Over the 
next few days, expect loved ones or 
romantic partners ask for reliable 
schedules, predictable plans or new 
financial agreements. Research all 
potential avenues for business 
advancement: employment permis- 
sions and. new job applications will 
soon work to your advantage. 
Remain determined. Later this week, 
a new friend may challenge your 
ambitions or values. Stand your 
ground: a display of confidence is 


needed. 

WAY Feb. 19) Private romantic 
overtures. may now 

ae requi ial diploma 
quire special diplomacy. 
Before Thursday, new friends and 
potential lovers will expect a serious 
response to unique or seductive invi- 
tations. Offer an honest description 
of emotional limits. In the coming 
weeks, misinterpreted or mistaken 
affections will not easily be cor- 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


rectedable. Remain publicly dedicat- 
ed to long-term projects and all will 
be well. 


}¢ PISCES (Feb. 20- 
. ~ March 20) Minor social 

Pisces disagreements may now 
intensify. Over the next five days, 
close friends will expect your undi- 
vided attention and continuing sup- 
port. New home obligations and 
work commitments may further 
strain key relationships. Don't, how- 
ever, be unnerved by sudden reac- 
tions: wait for clarity and respond 
only to constructive criticism. Later 
this week, a loved one may ask for 
help or admit past mistakes. Offer 
empathy: a powerful wave of social 
and business ambition will soon 
atrive. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Older friends or relatives may soon 
challenge your long-term business 
ideals or career goals. Avoid public 
discussions or complex family 
debates over the next two to three 
weeks. Before June, loved ones may 
find it difficult to comprehend your 
aspirations. Later this summer, work- 
place restrictions will be lifted. Pay 
special attention to new instructions 
or subtle changes in job assignments. 
By mid-September, valid promotions 
are due to arrive. October through 
late November also highlighted 
revised financial or home decisions. 
Early in 2007, romantic promises 
will be tested: expect lovers or trust- 
ed friends to suggest sudden changes 
or revised commitments. Rely on 
first impressions: passions and long- 
term obligations \will be rekindled 
before March. 
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Knights gear up for title push | 


As play-offs draw 
near, Northern Essex 
hit stride 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


A combina- 
tion of strong 
hitting and 
solid pitching 
have the put the 
Knights in 
reach of some- 
thing very 
familiar: a state 
title. 

With three 
games left before the post-season 
tournaments begin, Northern Essex 
is getting hot at the right time. The 
Knights are on an eight game win- 
ning streak including double-header 
sweeps of Roxbury (game one: 16-1, 
game two: 13-0) and Mass Bay 
(game one: 5-2, game two: 13-2) and 
post a 14-4 record. 

The team has play-off experi- 
ence as eight players were on last 
years state championship team that 
came up short in their quest for a 
regional title and a spot in the 
NJCAA World Series. 

Chris Anderson has been the go- 
to guy both offensively and on the 
mound. Anderson is second on the 
team in hitting with a .455 average. 


He leads the team in every other 
major offensive: hits 15, RBI’s 13, 
runs 11, homeruns two. ; 

On the hill Anderson has been 
just as impressive. He leads the team 
with 16-innings pitched and posts a 
0.563 ERA. He has only surren- 
dered two runs, one earned, on six 
hits and six walks while striking out 
22% 

As for the Knights, there is no let 
up in the offensive line-up and hit at 
a .294 average as a team. Nine play- 
ers are hitting over .300 with catcher 
Corey Carter on top with an even 
.500. The team has a combined 18 
extra base hits and has scored 71 
runs in 10 games. 

They have 


Iso added speed to 


their game plan and have swiped a 
combined 23 bases. Jeison King, 10, 


and Pedro De La Rosa, four, have 


lead the influx of speed. 

The pitching staff, the one con- 
cern coming into the season, has 
been strong. Patrick Bateson, the 
other returning starter from last year 


along with Anderson, has pitched . 


well. In his ten innings of work, 
Bateson has allowed two runs, nei- 
ther earned, on six hits and no walks 
while striking out 11. 

The newcomers to the staff have 
also looked impressive. Mike 
Harris, Todd Hodgdon, Corey 
Jusezak, Guy Leva, Mike Nicholson 
and Alex Szymanski have combined 
to throw 17 innings allowing five 


Ryan McAskill photo 
The Knights are peaking at the right time and are a 
dangerous match-up for anyone in the post season. 


runs, only two earned. As a group 
they have given up 10 hits, walking 
four, while striking out 20. 

The Knights are gearing up for 
the final two-week of the season and 
the State tournament. If the Knights 


Knights at a glance 
Record: 14-4 


Individual leaders: 


Corey Carter .500 
Chris Anderson .455 
Pedro De La Rosa .423 
Jeison King .423 


Chris Anderson 13 
Corey Carter 12 
Jarrett MacKin 10 


Homeruns 
Chris Anderson 2 
Ryan Mustapha 2 


Runs Scored 
Chris Anderson 11 


can continue to play at this level they 
could prove to be a dangerous team 
once the tournament roll around on 
May 6. 


Northern Essex Spring 
Baseball Schedule 
April | 

26 Quinsigamond Home 
3:30 meas 

29 Holyoke (DH) Away 
noon 


May 
6 MCCAC Massasoit 
hosts TBA 

12-14 NJCAA Region 
XXI Manchester hosts 
TBA 


*DH-double header 


-Home games in bold face 
and are held on the base- 
ball field of the Haverhill 
Campus, along Kenoza 
Aves. 439 

-All game times p.m. 
unless otherwise stated 


Knights think big in first season 


Track and field has 
been impressive 
despite low numbers 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Being competitive in every meet 
and giving a complete effort is all 
you can ask of any athletic program, 
especially when it is in its infancy. 
And forthe Northern Essex Track 
and Field program, that effort and 
competitive drive is turning into 
something special. 

For a program that did not even 
exist a few months ago, what Dawn 
Caputo and the Knights have done is 
memorable. 

“We are working very hard to get 
the most out of our first track season 
and show the College that this was a 
worthwhile decision,” said Caputo. 

Steve Battle leads the men’s side 
of the program. At the onset of the 
season, Battle competed in the short- 
er sprints but took a shot at the 400- 
meters during the Silfen Invitational 
on April 22 and set a NJCAA nation- 


May 


College 


Northern Essex Community College 
2006 Track and Field Schedule 


al qualifying time. 

“Steve has been the heart of soul 
of this year’s program from the first 
day,” said Caputo. “I really felt that 
he was more of a long sprinter than a 
short sprinter. After four meets of let- 
ting him run the 100 and 200, it was 
time to find out where his best race 
would be. Saturday answered this in 
a huge way. I just wished we would 
have done it sooner as he stopped 
doing 400 meter training over a 
month ago.” 

Aside from Battle, James 
Mwangi has also impressed this. sea- 
son. Currently he is ranked second in 
NJCAA in the 400-meters. Mwangi 
has been a major scorer in every meet 
so far this season. 

“Mwangi is the top freshman in 
almost every meet we have gone to,” 
said Caputo. . 

“He continues to impress and 
show his range of ability. With some 
rest and continued good training he 
can contend for All-American status 
in the 400 meter.” , 

With the addition of Joe Reardon 
the Knights wete also able to com- 
pete in the 400-meter relay and 
pulled out a NJCAA national qualify- 
ing time in their first official attempt 


6 Northeast District Meet at Bergen Country NJ 
11-13 NJCAA Division II meet at Erie Community 


at the event 

For the women it is a trio of 
Knights that are blazing a trail. 

Crystal Burgess has scored in 
almost every event in every meet this 
season and is national ranked in the 
200, 400, triple and long jumps. 

“Crystal is our version of Jackie 
Joyner Kersee,” said Caputo. 

Laura Rudd has continued her 
success from the cross-country sea- 
son and is currently ranked in the top 


three in the nation in both the 5,000 
and 10,000-meter runs, 
Shauna Blaney continues to 


impress in the throwing events and is. 


ranked in the top ten in both the shot 
put and the discus. 

With the season getting closer to 
the Nation meet Northern Essex is as 
strong as they have been all season. 
To date almost every knight has an 
automatic National Qualifier in some 
event. Despite the success, Caputo is 


disappointed at what could have 
been: 

“Some athletes that were expect- 
ed to come out did not and that has 
been the biggest disappointment of 
the season. We run a competitive 
schedule with all the top four-year 
teams in New England. This has pro- 
vided a great launching pad for four- 
year schools to see our kids in 
action.” — 


Track and Field Schedule Results 


UMASS Dartmouth Invitational April 15 


Women: 
100 Meter 
200 Meter 
1500 Meter 
5,000 Meter 
Long Jump 
Triple Jump 
Shot Put 
Discus 


Crystal Burgess 
Crystal Burgess 
Laura Rudd 
Laura Rudd 
Crystal Burgess 
Crystal Burgess 
Shana Blaney 
Shana Blaney 
Christin Costa 


Team Score: 


Men: 
100 Steven Battle 
Tommy Bennett 
James Mwangi 
Steven Battle 
Tommy Bennett 
James Mwangi 
800 Joel Nunez 

1500 Joel Nunez 
Long Jump James Mwangi 
Steven Battle 
Tommy Bennett 
Steven Battle 


200 


400 


Javelin 
Shot Put 


~ 24.04 


13.64 
28.39 
5:43.46 
20:55.01 
15'9 3/4" 
32'5u 
29'10 3/4" 
97'7" 
61'4" 


3rd 
5th 
—- Sth 
6th 
Ath 
5th 
6th 
6th 


Long Jump 
Triple Jump 
Discus 


Shot Put 
400 Meter 
1500 Meter 


5,000 Meter © 


Silfen Invitational at Connecticut College April 23 
Women's results: 


14"10" 
32'0" 

90'4 1/2" 
65'9" 

29' 6 3/4" 
1:03.60 
5:41.16 
21:08.32 


Crystal Burgess 
Crystal Burgess 
Shana Blaney 
Christin Costa 
Shana Blaney 
Crystal Burgess 
Laura Rudd 
‘Laura Rudd 


Team Score: 15th of 16 teams, 7 points 


7th of 8 teams 33 points 


Men: 


11.91 
12.45 
23.28 


Javelin 
100 


2539 
50.23 
2:19.04 
4:45.92 
20'2 1/4" 
19' 1 " 
135'8" 
B2e 


200 


400 


800. 
400 Meter Relay: Reardon, Battle, Bennett, Mwangi 


44.83** 7th 


Long Jump James Mwangi 
Steven Battle 
Tommy Bennett 
Joe Reardon 
Tommy Bennett 
James Mwangi 
Steven Battle 
James Mwangi 
Steven Battle 
Joel Nunez 


20''7 1/4" 
18'9 1/4" 
141'3 1/2" 
12.09 
12.22 
23.24 
24.03 
5049 
62:31 4% 
2AZHS 


Sth 


4th 


Team Score: 12th of 16 scoring teams 17 points 


Team Score: Sth of 9 scoring teams. 21 1/2 points 


**NJCAA National Qualifier 


ee 
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Youth sports hit NECC campus 


Alumnus teaches 


sportsmanship to 
children 


By Curis RAGOZA 
Contributing Reporter 


If you 
attended at 
least one of 


| your day class- 
| es last week 

_ then chances 
are that you 
notice about 70 
elementary kids 
running around 
the sports fields 
of Northern Essex. 

Those kids are participants in a 
baseball camp run by TTS Sports 
during school vacation week. TTS 
(which stands for That’s The Spirit) 
is an independent youth sports group, 
which has no affiliation with the col- 
lege, but it does have some Northern 
Essex alumni working. 

Mike Fay is the founder of TTS 
and is an alumnus at NECC where he 
played baseball and basketball. He 
started TTS fifteen years ago at 
Cedardale Health and Fitness in 


Haverhill. The program is geared 
toward local athletes (boys and girls) 
within a 5 to 10 mile radius of 
Haverhill who are willing to develop 
their skills in various sports. 

The program has been working 
with Northern Essex during the sum- 
mer and school vacations for the past 
three years and Fay is thankful that 
NECC let him and his program 
“enjoy the beautiful campus and 
facilities.” 

Running TTS sports is more than 
a job to Fay. “Creating fun and excit- 
ing youth sports experiences isn’t 
like work,” Fay said. 

This particular camp was a base- 
ball clinic 
but every- 
day before 
lunch Fay | 
and his 
counselors ; 
give the | 
kids an | 
hour or so | 
to play | 
whatever 
sport they 
choose. 
The camp, 
which ran 
from 
am to 3 
p-m., 


gives the kids a lunch and a snack 
break at designated times. 

Fay might be the director but 
there are also ties to NECC in the 
lower ranks of his program. 

Richard Santana is a former stu- 
dent at the college and started as an 
intern three years ago. He is now the 
program director during the summer 
at the NECC campus. 

“T like to see the kids develop,” 
said Santana when asked about the 
most rewarding part of his job was. 

Ben Shaw who is currently a stu- 
dent at NECC works during the 
school vacations with TTS sports and 
states, “it’s nice to be able to go to 


Ryan McAskill photo 


9 The counselors and athletes of the latest 
TTS sports vacation camp. 


Rookies rejoice 


The NEL draft will 


be held from Apil 29 
to April 30 


By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s the end 
of April and for 
the first time in 
three years the 
New England 
Patriots go into 
the NFL draft 
not the defend- 
ing Super Bowl 
champions. 
Like any other 
year however 
the Patriots did not overspend for 
free agents on the open market and 
let key veterans go, following the 
model not to break the bank for any 
one player. Head coach Bill 
Belichick and Scott Pioli, director of 
player operations, will look to fill 
holes in their squad by hand picking 
young raw talent at a cheap cost 
through the draft. 

“Every year the Pat’s pick play- 
ers no one has ever heard of and they 
turn out bring pretty good by the end 
of the season” said Patriots fan Tony 
Donofrio. “The draft has lost some of 
its hype in recent years because the 
Pat’s aren’t picking first anymore 


due to us having a pretty good team 
every year. I know Belichick knows 
his football and he will fill the holes 
that need to be filled with good play- 
ers and make superstars of the young 
kids he drafts. I just wish they had 
signed some of the players who 
became free agents like Vinatieri, but 
they don’t overspend so I am used to 
seeing key players move on.” 

The front office of the Patriots 
will especially have to work hard this 
year to fill holes due to key players 
being released or just not resigned 
such as wide receiver David Givens 
who signed for $24 million with the 
Titans, defensive end/outside line- 
backer Willie McGinest who reunit- 
ed with former Patriots defensive 
coordinator Romeo Crennel in 
Cleveland signing for $12 million, 
and maybe the most popular player 
in Boston history, place kicker Adam 
Vinatieri who signed with the AFC 
rival Indianapolis Colts for $12 mil- 
lion. 

It’s almost a given that running 
back Reggie Bush from USC will be 
the first overall pick in the draft 
eliminating him and any other real 


high profile player from going to the | 


Patriots due to them picking late in 
the first round. The Pat’s simply 
don’t believe in trading multiple 
lower round picks in order to get a 
higher pick in the draft. So they will 
draft players of value who fall lower 
than they should have and players 
with real raw talent that are intelli- 


gent because Belichick believes in 
smarts as much as athletic ability. 

“Approaching the college draft, 
it’s always an exciting time of year 
for all organizations,” Belichick said 
in a pre draft press conference. *’ You 
start putting it together and trying to 
familiarize yourself and learn about 
all the new players who are coming 
into the draft, and just try to be pre- 
pared for whatever draft scenarios 
that can take place this weekend. 
Really, there is no set formula on it. I 
think the best thing is just do your 
homework, be prepared, and be 
ready to deal with whatever the situ- 
ations are.” 

So who will the Patriots draft? 
Well that’s based on the needs of the 
team and value of the player if they 
fall down the draft board. The Pat’s 
have the 21st overall pick in the draft 
and several lower round picks and 
have needs at linebacker, receiver, 
defensive corner, running back, and 
tackle. Right now if they fall to the 
Pat’s, wide receivers Chad Jackson 
from Florida or Santonio Holmes 
from Ohio State are rumored to be on 
the radar screen. Also defensive cor- 
ner Antonio Cromartie of Florida 
State is said by scouts to be a possi- 
bility of the Patriots first pick. 

Any player named is just specu- 
lation because Belichick and Pioli 
are very tight lipped and will never 
give any indication on who will be 
the next rookie to put on a Patriot 
uniform until draft day itself. 


Spring Recreation and Intramural Schedule 


school and coach at the same place.” 

It is not only the counselors who 
are happy with the program it is also 
the athletes. When Fay told the kids 
that I was writing for the newspaper, 
every kid rose their hand and wanted 
to tell me about how much fun they 
are having at the camp. They men- 
tioned everything from learning 
about baseball to that the fact that 
“capture the flag is the best.” It is 
safe to say that the kids that are in the 


TTS programs are having a great 
time in developing their sport skills. 

TTS Sports and Mike Fay have 
something great going on in the 
Haverhill community. It is also pleas- 
ing to notice that former and current 
NECC students are doing something 
great for the local community. The 
camps they provide are not only in 
Haverhill and are not only for base- 
ball. For more information please go 
to www.tts-sports.com. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) Of the twenty highest paid 
players in baseball in 2006, how 
many are New York Yankees? 
(Bonus: How many are Red Sox?) 


2.) The Yankees have the highest 
payroll in baseball, $194,663,079, 
and the Red Sox are second, 

$120,099,824. Who's third? Last? 


3.) The Los Angeles Clippers 
defeated the Denver Nuggets 89- 
87 in game one of their opening 
round playoff series. This was the 
Clippers first play-off appearance 
since when? (Bonus: This was 
also the Clippers first play-off win 


since when?) 


4.) The Milwaukee Brewers did 
something against the Cincinnati 
Reds on April 22 that had not 
been done since the Minnesota 
Twins in 1966. What was it? 


5.) By winning his 200th career 
game on April 17 Pedro Martinez 
is now considered the “most effec- 
tive 200-game winner is baseball 


history.” Why? 
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April 
26: Whiffle ball 
27: End of Semester Party 


with a student ID. For 
more information visit the 
Campus Game Room in 
the lobby of the Sports 
and Fitness Center. 


12- 1 p.m. (unless other- 
wise indicated) in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill Campus. 
They are free to all 
Northern Essex Students 
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28: Kickball League 


All events are held from 
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College hosts Spring Jam 200 


Carnival atmosphere 
fills central area of 
Haverhill campus 


By DusTIN LucA 
Editor 


On Wed., April 19, college clubs 
and organizations filled the Haverhill 
campus's central area for the 2006 
Spring Jam. 

Funded by Student Activities, the 
event annually brings food and fun to 
a college community anchoring 
down for the upcoming rollercoaster 
of final exams and term papers 

“Tt started as a family fun fest, 
some seven or eight years ago,” said 
Dina Brown, coordinator of Student 
Activities at Northern Essex. “Over 
the years, it has grown a lot.” 

At the event, several clubs, 
including the Gay Straight Alliance, 
the Chess Club, the Contemporary 
Affairs Club and the Dance Club, 
attended to spread the word of their 
cause on campus and attract new 
members. In a similar fashion, UPS 
also had a booth set up at the event. 

The event, which ran for two 


Teresa Perkins, the p 
Sox t-shirt. 
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hours on a mostly clear, windy Sprint 
day, ran for two hours during the 
peak activity time of the daily college 
schedule. According to Brown, 
attendance at the event was fairly 
similar to past years. 

“It seemed to be pretty crowded 
for the first hour, but there seems to 
be a lot of people hanging out from 
that first hour,” said Brown, near the 
end of the event. 

“T thought it was awesome,” said 
Marissa Galante, a Career 
Development Center employee at 
Northern Essex who manned a cotton 
candy stand at the carnival-themed 
event. “I think the students really 
enjoyed it, because it's nice to be out- 
side. But there was a small amount 
of rain, so the caricature guy had to 
go inside.” 

For $4, attendees could grab 
lunch, which consisted of a hotdog, 
hamburger or cheeseburger along 
with a bag of chips and a soft drink. 

Teresa Perkins, a Human 
Services major at Northern Essex, 
had only positive comments about 
the event by the time it had ended. 

“T had a really good time,” said 
Perkins. “It breaks a little of the 
stress off from the finals.” 
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Members of NECC’s Student Senate pose in antique garb near the end of the two- 
hour long event. 
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